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NORTHWARD HO! wi th ARCHERNAR headed for Double Is land Poin t , an anchorage ad jacent to the
southern ent rance to Great Sandy St ra i t the waterway sep-
ara t ing Frazer Is land f rom the main land. The anchorage at
Double Is land Poin t he ld a number o f yachts , some wai t ing
for the SE ' s to abate and head South and a few wai t ing for
the bar to ca lm down before enter ing Great Sandy St ra i t.
We walked over the sand h i l l s to exp lore the wreck o f the
cargo sh ip "Cherry Venture" washed ashore in the 1972
Cyc lone and s i t t ing per fec t ly upr ight as i f s t i l l under fu l l
power , h igh and dry above the sur f l ine.

An ambi t ion rea l ised was for us our win ter cru ise to the
Barr ie r Reef , but f i rs t a few s ta t is t ics:-

Fur thest Nor th reached

Tota l d is tance t rave l led

Co 1 dest Temperature

Hot tes t Tempe ra ture

Most Memorab le spots

Por t Douglas

6,300 NM

7° Wi lsons Promontory

30° Cai rns
Hinch inb rook Is 1 ands
( Low Is le ts o f f Por t Douglas

28 th Apr i l to 5 th November
6 Months 7 Days.

We anchored 3 n ights a t Double Is land Poin t , go ing down in
the morn ing to check the bar and re turn ing immedia te ly a f ter
hav ing a look. On the four th morn ing we were o f f the bar
a t 7 * 30 a .m. and I quote f rom the log:-
"Up br ight and ear ly to go over the bar - wel l tha t ' s another
th ing - the weather is now per fec t but , a b ig swel l i s set t ing
over the bar and th is is a s ight to behold. Bondi Beach at
i ts best - three other yachts are a lso t ry ing to cross and
one a k O f t fe r ro ketch took the "bone in her teeth" and le t
her r ip “ she broached on the f i rs t comber , and we, f rom
astern , cou ld see h is ent i re underbody f rom the rudder to
under h is main mast. He broached took the next comber beam
on and wi th h is crosst rees in the water sur fed in on h is
s ide. Not for us ; we set course for Breaksea sp i t and the
detour o f 170 mi les around Frazer Is land",
berg the next day and motored the 15 mi les up the Burnet t
R iver past sugar cane, da i r ies and sugar mi l l s to the c i ty
of Bundaberg , anchor ing in the r iver oppos i te the Rowing
Club which extended an open house to us for welcome showers
e tc.

)
Time away f rom home

Our journey f rom Adela ide to Sydney was wi th an "a l l boys"
crew, p ick ing up Margaret and daughter Br iony in Sydney .
On the East Coast the SE ' s were in so wi th f ree sheet we
ro l led our way to Queens land s topp ing at Broken Bay , Por t
Stephens, Cof fs Harbour, I 1 uka on the Clarence River ,
Bal l ina on the Richmond River. Both o f these las t two
anchorages invo lved us in cross ing r iver bars which was a
new and very exc i t ing exper ience even though the bars were
reasonably qu ie t , but I w i l l te l l you more on bars a l i t t le
la ter on. An overn ight sa i l past Sur fers wi th 30 knot winds
dead square and a SE swel l , which as we shot down the face
of the enormous East Coast ro l le rs f requent ly had the speedo
hard agains t i t s maximum stop.

Entered Bunda-

Dawn on 22nd May saw us o f f Cape Mar ton and across the
ent rance to Mor ton Bay enter ing the Breakwater a t Mooloo l -
abah at 10.30 a.m. - 3i weeks to Queens land wi th on ly 2
n ights at sea af ter Sydney.

Nor th o f Bundaberg one s tar ts to fee l the benef i t o f the
Barr ie r Reef fo r f rom here on there is no ocean swel l .
Wi th SE wind at 10-15 knots and the large sp innaker set we
headed Nor th s topp ing at Pancake Creek and then at 1.30 on
the next day a mi les tone of the t r i p - we crossed the Trop ic
o f Capr icorn and anchored the n ight under the lee of Cape
Capr icorn. A v i s i t to the l igh thouse was reward ing as one

We were very hosp i tab ly t reated at Mooloo labah , ty ing up to
the mar ina in f ront o f the Yacht C l u b c S t i l l anx ious to get
to warmer weather we s l ipped l ines the next morn ing and
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u n i n h a b i t e d i s l a n d s o f f S h o a l w a t e r B a y a n d i t i s i n d e e d
f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f i s l a n d s f o r h e r e n a v-
i g a t i o n i s t r i c k y, t h i s i s t h e a r e a o f g r e a t e s t t i d e, i n
s p o t s u p t o 3 0 f t a n d w i t h t h e t i d e s e t t i n g a t 9 0° t o
t r a c k t h e c o u r s e a c h i e v e d i s a t t i m e s q u i t e a t v a r i a n c e.

o f t h e k e e p e r s w a s a y a c h t i e a n d g a v e u s p l e n t y o f l o c a l
k n o w l e d g e. T h e w e a t h e r w a s n o w w a r m i n g u p a n d a f t e r a 2 6
m i l e s a i l w e a r r i v e d a t o u r f i r s t r e s o r t i s l a n d - G r e a t
K e p p l e. R u n b y T A A, G r e a t K e p p l e i s o n e o f t h e b e s t o f t h e
r e s o r t s h a v i n g b e a u t i f u l b e a c h e s , c o c o n u t p a l m s a n d c r y s t a l
c l e a r w a t e r ; i t i s n o t s p o i l t l i k e m o s t o f t h e W h i t s u n d a y
r e s o r t s b y t h e e x t r e m e t i d e s w h i c h k e e p t h e w a t e r c l o u d y a n d
e x p o s e m a s s i v e m u d a n d r e e f f l a t s a t l o w w a t e r.

o u r

P e r h a p s a p o i n t h e r e o n t i d e s w o u l d b e i n t e r e s t i n g. T h e
t i d e g o v e r n s y o u r d a y ' s a c t i v i t i e s w h i l s t c r u i s i n g i n t h e
W h i t s u n d a y s . M a x i m u m t i d e s a t S p r i n g s b e i n g a r o u n d 2 7 f t.,
t h e c u r r e n t s b e t w e e n s m a l l i s l a n d s r e a c h u p t o 6 k n o t s w i t h
e d d i e s a n d w h i r l p o o l s . G r e a t c a r e m u s t b e t a k e n a s t h e t i d e
i n g e n e r a l f l o o d s f r o m N o r t h t o S o u t h b u t w h e r e a s m a l l
i s l a n d h a s a n E a s t-W e s t p a s s a g e w h i c h w a y d o e s t h e t i d e f l o w?
- I t m u s t b e t r i c k y a s e v e n t h e c h a r t s d o n o t s h o w , o b s e r-
v a t i o n a n d l o c a l k n o w l e d g e i s t h e a n s w e r a n d t o s a y t h e l e a s t
a g o o d e n g i n e. O f c o u r s e a n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g p r o b l e m c r e a t e d
b y t h i s r a n g e o f t i d e i s "H o w f a r o u t t o a n c h o r ?". A r r i v i n g
o f f a p r e t t y b e a c h a t h i g h w a t e r a n d d r o p p i n g t h e p i c k i n 5
f a t h o m s w o u l d l e a v e o n e h i g h a n d d r y a t l o w w a t e r. M o s t o f
t h e b e a c h e s h a v e a f r i n g i n g r e e f w h i c h h a s a d e e p d r o p o f f
i n t o 1 0 F. A t H a y m a n I s l a n d a t l o w w a t e r t h e s t e r n o f t h e
b o a t i s c l o s e i n t o t h e d r y i n g r e e f * a n d t h e a n c h o r i s d o w n
i n 1 2 f a t h o m s . A d d t o t h i s A f a t h o m s o f t i d e a n d i t t e s t s
t h e a n c h o r w i n c h t o b r i n g a l l t h i s u p.

T h e y a c h t a n c h o r a g e i s o n t h e N o r t h B e a c h o f G r e a t K e p p l e
w e l l a w a y f r o m a n y c i v i l i z a t i o n a n d r e s o r t g u e s t s - a f t e r
a f e w d a y s l a z i n g i n t h e s u n a n d B B Q ' s a s h o r e w e r e a l i z e d
o u r h o l i d a y h a d b e g a n. I t w a s n o w 1 s t J u n e , o n e m o n t h f r o m
h o m e a n d n o m o r e n i g h t s a t s e a f o r t h e n e x t f o u r m o n t h s :
w h a t a p l e a s a n t t h o u g h t .
B e t w e e n G r e a t K e p p l e a n d t h e W h i t s u n d a y s a r e t w o v e r y i n-
t e r e s t i n g a n c h o r a g e s , t h e f i r s t i s I s l a n d H e a d C r e e k a n
i n l a n d w a t e r w a y w h i c h y o u e n t e r a f t e r c r o s s i n g a s h a l l o w
b a r a n d s t r e t c h e s f o r 1 0 m i l e s b a c k i n t o t h e r u g g e d m o u n -
t a i n s o f t h e A r m y j u n g l e t r a i n i n g r e s e r v e, a v e r y b e a u t i f u l
s p o t . T h e s e c o n d a n c h o r a g e i s M i d P e r c y I s l a n d w h e r e A n d y
t h e I s l a n d ' s l o n e i n h a b i t a n t l i v e s i n h i s c o t t a g e h i g h o n
t h e h i l l a n d m a k e s h i s l i v i n g s u p p l y i n g f r e s h v e g e t a b l e s ,
c h o o k s a n d g o a t s t o v i s i t i n g y a c h t s o f w h i c h t h e a v e r a g e i s
6 p e r d a y t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e a s o n. W e p i c k e d o u r f r e s h l e t t-
u c e, t o m a t o e s a n d c a r r o t s o u r s e l v e s , d r a n k f r e s h l i m e j u i c e,
a t e t r o p i c a l f r u i t , b o u g h t s o m e o f h i s h o m e m a d e j a m s a n d
j u n g l e j u i c e a n d h e a d e d b a c k t o t h e a n c h o r a g e c a l l e d W e s t
B a y . O n t h e b e a c h i s a s h e d f i l l e d w i t h m o m e n t o e s o f v i s -
i t i n g y a c h t s ; w e p a i n t e d u p t h e s e c o n d n a m e p l a q u e f o r
A c h e r n a r , t h e f i r s t b e i n g p l a c e d t h e r e b y E d l a & C l i v e
F r i c k e r w h e n t h e y v i s i t e d t h e I s l a n d i n t h e e a r l y 6 0 1 s . I t
w a s a c t u a l l y o n t h e i r v i s i t t h a t A c h e r n a r f i r s t b r o u g h t
A n d y o u t t o t a k e u p h i s s o l i t a r y r e s i d e n c e o n P e r c y I s l a n d.
A n d y h a s s e t u p o n t h e b e a c h a f r e s h w a t e r b a t h & s h o w e r
f a c i l i t i e s i n a j o v i a l a l f r e s c o m a n n e r .

W e w e r e n o w i n t h e W h i t s u n d a y s w i t h i t s h u n d r e d s o f i s l a n d s
o f a l l s i z e s w i t h a s h e l t e r e d a n c h o r a g e n e v e r m o r e t h a n 5
m i l e s a w a y , w a r m w a t e r t o s w i m i n a n d g o o d s a i l i n g i n t h e
a f t e r n o o n S E S e a b r e e z e. W e p l a n n e d t o s t a y i n t h e s e w a t e r s
f o r a m o n t h b e f o r e m o v i n g f u r t h e r N o r t h b u t m o r e o f t h a t
n e x t N e w s l e t t e r.

I O N & M A R G A R E T U L L E T T

A d a w n s t a r t w a s m a d e f r o m M i d d l e P e r c y b e c a u s e o f t h e 7 0
m i l e l e g t o t h e W h i t s u n d a y s , s a i l i n g t h r o u g h t h e m a n y s m a l l
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