AN EXTRAORDINARY YACHT.
——

TAUNCOHING OF THE ALEX A

When Mr. A. P. Wyly i a
elort time ago he obtaaned designs from Mr.
Fife, the well known expert, for a new, and as
faras this ¢ v 18 conoernod. a nnipus vacht.
order for construction waa placed in
hands of Mr. A. MoFarlaas, of Birken-

£Y

£
:

i

E

i
i

g5
I
of
i
73

Z

aptain Bi Warden
mtosh, . Rassell, A. McFarlane, and
K. Woolnoagh, snd & number of other yachta-
men, Thenew yacht had been run off the stocks,
snd was moored in front of the shed, whers her

|

band was performed thoroughly.

ﬁﬂi‘! tom]:lnt the el
ome & yachtaman, t was part
vwner of oot of the best bosts ing to
the Sguadron. Mr. Wyly since he took

an ipterest in yachtiog had also dome a

| be regarded a8 a now departure in the yachting
par- | world as far as Bouth Australis was concerned.
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great deal to aseist the Squadron, and numbers

were indebted to him for the enterprise which
bad induced him to bring out such & very fine
vessel,  (Hear, hear.) Those who took an

interest 1n yach:ing closely followed the doings |

of the old world, and #0 wers abla to have a
fairly good idea of what & modern rater was,

but they bad never seen in practical form any- |

thing that might be classsd as the modera
rater of 1292 until Mr. Wyly presented them
with the Alexa There was nc doubt that
she would be a great lesson to them. He hoped
she would prove a successful racer, and sy
one who had s-en the accommodation in the
cabins would apgree that she would alss be a
o fertable cruiser,  Ever sinee the keel had
been lard Mr. MeFarlane had given her the
best of L workmasship and professional skill.
Although he had to be guided by the plans of
one ul the most eminent dosigners, he had to
bring & preat deal of practical knowledge 1o
bear to produce saoch a fine crait. M,

Buzeell's part m the building of the yacht was |
undy the rigging, but he had sesistad inmaking |

ber & handsome picture,  Captain  Bregens
respunitded on bebalf of Mr, McFarlane, and
seid he had been amazed at the symmetry of
the wvesscl. Mr. Rosseul in acknowledming
the teast juined in congratulating she owner
upon she enthusinem he had displayed in
olhtaiming such a handsome design, udiwmg
the  wirk  execnted i Pott Adelaide
Mo o Vo Saspenzow asked the com-
wny bt drink “YSuccess o the  Alexa”
{e hiad bren o spectatsr dining the process of
building. and they ha-l now one of the finest
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yavht=m the colony, combinmng hagh work: |
mavship and good accommodotion a= a

criser,  They had to congratulate Mr |
Wyly upon being the owner, and also the |
Syoadron on sich an acquisition to jta Heet, |
He was gorry there were not others more |
ncarly  approaching  her.  (Hear, hear.)
Captain B U=RORNE =poke in support, and ss
ome who hail eeen every timber and plank pab
into the Alexa (ould testify that sha was one
of the best Luilt boats in the colomy. Captain
Piokens also stated taat he had examined

the chainplates, and had  found them |
to lwo of excellent workmamship,  Alr, |
A. P Wyuy  briefly rezponded, snd -

ti nded an invitation to membare of the club to
et him on board at sny time to eajoy a
vruite in the new boat, The Mayor subantted
*The Host," snd remarked that they were
indelted to him for IH-iII-E present at the
launching of the yacht, ap event which might

Yachting was a rport that they as Portoniana
shiuld uphold, and he regretted that there
were not more leading men did mot take an
interest in i, | Hear, .} He commended |
the enterprise shown by Mr, Wyly. The toast
was honoured with three cheers, and an addi-
tional oue for Mrs, Wryly, Mr. Wyly having
responded, a vote of tharks was acconde] the
Muyor lor attending. The toast of the ** Press”
baving been drunk the proceedings ended,
The Alexa is an entirely new type of vacht in
this eolony, snd her drlnf as a racer will there-
fure be vagerly looked for. Her dimensions
are as follows :—41 1t. on the waterling, 45 (L
overall, € ft. 7 in. boeam, 15 ft. length of keel
proper.  The framing is of bl m, with
steamed timber Letween the eolid patural
frame. The craft is thus a solid frame through-
imt. ‘The topside planking i= of kauri pine,
nnd has been steamed by Reiser's procuss,
which has been found o snswer vory well for
tuilding purposes, The bottom planking up
to the bilge i of jarrah. There are 5 toms of
lend em the keel, and to take the weight of
this the vemsel ia fitted with seven =teel
angla - loors and five stes] stropes.  The
lend kev! was wmade im one casting, and
to facilitate natters this was dono between
the slip cradle. Toe casting was very sucoesa-
ful, and reflects credit upon Mr. MeFarlane,
The deck is of kawri, and the skyvlight and
rompanion, which are combined. of teak. Tha
corkpit hos been made watertight, and dis-
rharge pipes have been provided in the case of
it hllieg. The blacksmith's portiom of the
work has been performed by Mr, McLachlan,
of the Port, who has made some very snocass-
ful castings.  "The mside fittings are of clear
pine and r+dar. Two berths have besn pro-
vitden m the main cabio, and the ssme number
in the foreeastle. The sailroom 18 separate,
and is approached by 1 hatchway. The spars
are of Oregem, and Nowsll's patent steel wire |
luas been prooured for the ngging. The crafi

has a Inrge svweep from the gnowale, and am

vachts 1 the colony, combimmg bigh work: | ‘wimense overbang fore and aft.  She will mose
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immense overhang fore and aft.  She wall mosp
probably be o five pater, and forms a most
pracviul figure in the water.  She shonld prove
vory casy ne a seaway, and will no doubg
have plenty of apeed, |
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