EXPLORERS’ EXPERIENCES.
§IX THOUSAND MILES SAIL
IN A 3-TON Azif_lm“ YAWL.

VIEIT TO AN ACTIVE VOLCAND.

exciting voyages LRAt “:[
been made on this alde of the Facific 'I

the muxiliary yswi-|
compléted yesierday BF

is vessel, only 30 1008
schooper Alfreda 11, This ¥ gt wikes |
displacement, has, sioce March 18 lani, i
ghe lefl for s crulse among \he islunds, in
cluding the New Hebrides and the Bolomonk,
(ravelled pver €000 miles,

The yachting pariy comprised H’;‘l ;u:‘l
Reiph, Mr, Donald 0. Mackay (the W& Brm
sxplorer), Messrs. . H. Jordan nnd l.-.ir'::
Wing, of Bydoey, apd Mr. C. W, SBinclalr, [
New Tealand. The laatnamed genticmAan Wad |
plckod up lo the New Hebrides. The crafl,
in additien, carried Caplain Derpler (manter}
a deckband, snd @ cook. The yachismen join-
ed the yawl at Noumes, to which place they
journeyed by the French mail steamef M'"‘f"d
Peble. Their Arst destination was the New |
Hebrides, apd with a permit they went IRCD
Tanos. While thare they visited Lhc selive
volcapo Yasan, aad saw the flerce belching
java rising in the alr. This scene, howevel,
only lasted a few minutes. According to &
descriptlon given [sst might by Mr. Relph it
was n Elght long te ho remembered, It was |
what hs termed o mefve-breaking spoctacle, |
The party ook 2§ days to reach the -ummll‘-i
of thia great voleano from Port Hesolution,
apd mboul Lthe same time to gut beck.  What |
was parileularly pollceable before reaching
the top was that the ground around appearcd |
quilts bot in some places, and steam was baing
amitied from the soil. The =arth had a hol-
low sound whep walked upon, AL Intervals
they cama acrogs hot springs. The crater it-
galf was found to ba 1) mile round, and 90000
duep.

From theres the yawl sailed mcross to Vila
(New Habrides), where the party was hospli- |
ably received by Mr. King, the British resi-
deut, apd the port medical officer, Dr. Crom- |
bir. Theoce they procesded to Malekula, sail-
ing mioug ibe soulhern and weslern SoANLE: |
Nulhiog of extraordinary [nterest waa sighiad,
abd the natlves boibh st Tenna and Malekula
wrrae Joupd Lo gquiet. Most ol Lhese were
sboriginals who had been deported [rom the |
piigar plaotstions |o Quecnsland, whils sthers |
were of the type clvilised by 1he miseionarios.
The trip Irom Malekuls Lo Lhe Sclomon lslands
efcupled six daye.

A fourse was (hen shaped o Gaodal Canal,
and then ob o Acle and Tulagal. On Wr-
rival at the last-micprioned place the travel-
lers pot a surprise o the form of ® foo |
af £25 for havipg ecalled at placez much L
Tasna and Melekuls wihout baving MArst
eatered Tulagal, Meo Helph explaiped that
his reason [or pol calling frst 8t Tulagal
was that a south-easterly bresgn favoured
their course to Tenba wnd Lhe oiher places
Mr. King recogoised (ke permit grantied by
the Goverament of New Calrdonla, and lu ro-
turn gave them & Ietler to Mr. Woadfard,
Megident Cemmissioner af the Bolomons. [t
happensd, however, thet Mr. Woodford was
abacnt, and the duiy of Imposing the pepalty
fell o & banker's clork, who stated on fiz-
Ibg him E£25 that if ¥r. Woodfnrd hod bewa
thers the ameunt would probably Bave Lacn
£E100.  Mr. Relph, however, | quoite eanfidont
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thers the amrunt would probobly Bave Lecm
£100.  Mr. Reiph, hownsver s goite eonfidont
that Mr. Woodford would have honaured the

permit from Mr, Kiog, just ma the latier
gentl-man bad in turn benonred that from
the Goverpor of New Caledania.  This same

elerk. avcording to Mr Relph fined Mr Jack

London, the American novelisi, £5 for &
eimilar “offence.”

They next cnlled nt kxa. Hern  Mr.
Muekay left the  vawl and relurned by,
ETRaMer. Cn the Alfreda’s return tercific
woeather wag mel with on ths run oerosa
the FPacific. An unpleasant Inmdeni on (his
necoblnt wis the dea-dickncss of Mr, Jar-

dan, who wis withoat fond for 10 days  *
war ultimately dexided to make~ Bowepn in
order fo save him lifs. The bad weather
eontinued frem Bowen down the Queerns-
land coasi, the Htile craft having rondou-
Two days had o he
and further down Coff's
Harbanr and Trial Bay pratested the wea-
ther-bound vessal.  Incidiniaily It may be
mentioned that 3 report rersived by the Na-
vigation Department  from Belllnger stated
fhat a buoy marked “Alfpeda 11" had been
wiaabhsd mahars ai that part.  The Alfreda
Ieft Trial Bay at & o'clock on Bunday morn-
InE. and remched Sydney &t 1 p.m. rrstenlay
The daring  vessel's dimen.lome  &rc-—
Length, FAML. beam 1506, Aeaft &0 She car-
ried five tons of jead oo her keel pnd fve
Toemm joulde, EBhe In vawl-rieced. and Bited
with & 165-h.p. nl| rogine Her srenmmoeds-
tiom conslsts of 8{z bertha ard 1wa privats
cahina There are alse 2 sail-room and a
large galley, |

Fpent at Mackay,
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