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F

THE FASTEST OF THE
FLEET. .

ON BOARD THE AVOCET.

—_——

A Boisterous Afternoon.

]

By the Passenger.

A friendly argument had been '
fomenting for some time among
the owners of the hrrlr motor
launches in the *“Royals” as to
which was the fastest boat In the
fleot, but as there are no regular
races for this class of eraft, the
event had only reached the “arm-
chair’” stage until last llturd:r.
There is always a certain pride in
ownership, whether it be a horse,
a dog, a certain breed of fowls, or
a car, eacth person having the idea
that his particu'ar possession s
just a little superior to that of
everybody else;: but most boat.
owners guard the reputations of
their crafts more jealously than
their own, and that was how the
race came off.

The entranta were Commodore W. (.

and Mr. E. 5. Rymill's Avocet, Rear-
Commodore E, A. Jobmstone's Cham, and

My, E. Knofel’'s Koonawar. Mr. Kueifcl
was keen for the fray, and waltzed up
and down with a lively step past lus
larger competitors, who on account of
& vicious sgou'-wester still hung on their
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& vicious sou’-wester still hung on their
mooringe. Chum was the next to warp
out from a buoy, fullowed by Avocet.

Mr., Bamue! Perry waa very inclined also
to “have a go” in his new 90-footer lsis,
and secured the wervices of Capt. Jack
Sheridan for the afternoon. . Ern
Rymill had been wkint on the new
Tortoise all the week; but onm Friday
tried o le of new “gadgets” on the
Avocet's engine, When he took her
for m tria} spin, however, she “honked
out,” and The Wizard was engaged until
the early hours of Baturday morning, re-
lacing the old parts. Mr. Johnstone

hisa three-ply superfine cengiueer
aboard, in order to get the last oumer
out of his engine, lﬁﬁe it rould be seen
that Koonawar's ioundry had been “mon-
keyed up” for the occasion,

The Raee.

The actual race started {rom No, @ bea-
ron (just beyond the powder berth),
but the loats left the squadron at 2.3
It was untortunate that just al that time
the Zealandia was being lurined oppesite
McLaren Wharf, for she almost blocked
the river. The three launches, in cloge

Avoret and Koomawar., In the excite
meat of the moment the latter's engine
. and she dyifted into a

hetween the tug and the steamer
er wachinery started, however, in the
nick of tme, and made a fast astern,
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|water of the river. Chum had dropped
back to 100 yards in the rear, having
apparently slowed her engiue down to
make better weather of it, and Avocet
did likewise. The trip to the lighthouse
was very rough. Spray was continually
drenching the boats fore and aft, and it
was impossible to keep one’s feet without
something solid to hang on to. At this
stage the cook suddenly remembered that
he had an apple pie in the meatsafe
mitunted on deck, and he rescued it ten-
derly in a more or less sodden condition,
The great regret of the owner’s sonm was
that Chum was too far in the rear to
obtain a good photograph of her almost
completely enveloped, as she was, in
spray. x{vm:et rounded the Wonga Shaoal
light at 44, and Chuin a minute later.
After turning the seas were more on the
beam, and the boats rolled considerably,
Chum's bilge keels were continually in
view, and on one occasion the keel iiself
was visible,  Afl manoenvring an espe-
cially large #ea, (hum almost made a
half-cirele turn and showed her propeller,
The big vachts racing for the Kintare
Cup could be reen in the distance, hegled
over with decks awash, just about to
roundd the Yort Maleolm dmoy, and the|
“fourteens’ were closer in shore, ranning!
to the northerly bhuov,  Avoeet rounded
the southerly mark at 410, tollowed by
(hium & minute later. Avocet  showmd
Lher superiority before the wind, and she
quickly trebled the distance fram  her
apponent, and passed the Ruishing line
niearly 400 yards aliead of (hmn, I
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niearly 400 yards aliead of (Chnn,

It was too rough to stuy at the Sema-
phore, and a course was set for lome.
Afternoon tea was dispensed just after
enteving the river, amd evervhody seemed
more keen for it 4 'n than half an l'mul'i
earlier, It was altogetlier a most plea-
aant afternoon, The strong wind pos:
wessed a salty freshness that blew away
cobwebs, and the excitement on hoard
was as great as i the crew had been on
a racing hydroplane; Lut there were the
added attractions of more comfort, and
a rather numerous, happy, ship's company.
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THE AVOCET.
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