
The Rules of Flags (1924) 

'f'rom time to time enquiries have been made regarding the rules 
governing the flying of flags on various occasions, and in a 

circular issued to the State Governments, the Acting Prime 

Minister (Dr Earle Page) supplies information on the customs 
and procedures on thfa matter for the information of public 
institutions and other bodies. 

'TI1e rules are that on vessels the Union Flag (the Union jack) 
must not be flown afloat except by His Majesty's ships, and in 
certain defined circumstances. T11e Commonwealth Blue Ensign 
nulSt not be flown afloat except by a vessel possessing a warrant 
to do so. 

'On State Government vessels the British Blue Ensign, with the 
badge of the State, is flown. The merchant flag of the 
Commonwealth (the British Red Ensign, defaced by stors, os in 
the Commonwealth Blue Ensign) is the flag of the 

Commonwealth mercantile marine, and is worn by ships of 
Australian registry. On shore the Commonwealth flag (the 
British Blue Ensign defaced by the stars of lhe Southern Cross 
constellation on the flag and a sevcn·pointcd star in the lower 
canton; all stars in white) is flown at Commonwealth public 

buildings and establishments. 

'The British Blue Ensign with the badge of the State is flown on 
State Government buildings. The Union flag (the Union Jack) 
may be flown by any subject of the Empire, but it should be on 
a mast by itself. It may, however, be flown with a 
Commonweallh flag on a yardarm -the £lags being at opposite 
ends of the yard. It should never be exhibited in a position 
inferior to any other flag. 'The flying of t1-1e Commonwealth Dlue Ensign is reserved for 
Commonwealth Government use, but there is no reservation in 
the case of a Commonwealth merchant flag or a Red Ensign. It is 
pointed out that these rules do not govern the use of flags by the 
naval, military or air forces, in which cases the question is 
controlled by their respective regulations.' 

The 1�11/es of Flags promulgated in 1924 were supplanted by the 
Flags Act 1953, the Shipping Registration Act 1981 and by 
changed conventions over time. The Australian Civil Ensign 
(Red Ensign) was formally adopted on 15 April 1954. II 1s 

described by Ausflag as 'simply a red version of the Australian 
National flag. It is for use only ut sea and officially never on 

land. At sea it is the only flag allowable for merchant ships 
registered in Australia under the Navigation and Shipping Act 
1912. Pleasure craft, ho\vever, may fly either the Red Ensign or 
the National Flag.' 

The (British) lllue and Red Ensigns are blue and red flags having 
the union flag in the upper inner canton. The Australian national 
flag is described as a Blue or Red Ensign defaced with the 
Federation star and the stars of the Southern Cross. Similarly, the 
South Australian S tate flag is a Blue Ensign defoced \Vith the 

piping shrike symbol. The word de/need troubles some people, 

but it is merely the technical term used to describe the addition 
of a new component to an existing flag. 

There remain only two or three vessels on the Squadron 
register entitled to fly a Blue Ensign. This privilege required the 
yacht to be registered as n Bntish ship, before there was a 
scpar.1tc J\ct to crc<itc an Austrnlian registry. The owner, being 
a Member of the Squadron, could npply through the Secretnry 
to the Admirnlty in London for a warrant for the Blue Ensign, 
which could be flown only when both the owner and the 
warrant were aboard. We had one for Knreelnl1, but by the time 
we acquired Satyricon the system had lapsed . Tt is now a rather 
quaint anachronism, doomed to inevitable extinction, 

regard1ess of ·what may occur when the November referendum 
is held to decide whether or not this country relinquishes its 
Jast imperi.Jl connections. � 
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Because We Will Match The Sydney Discount Houses 

Drop in and see Rob or Bruce for your needs 
Shop 1/2�..' Alexa Road 
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The Rymill Story (Part 2): 

Cruising Commodores _________ _ 
Peter Last 

Arthur and Ernest Rymill were brought up as 
gentlemen of weal th and l eisure, with the 
privilege to indulge their sporting inclinations. 
Arthm was good with his hands and had 
considemblc ab ility in designing both sailing 
cruft and hydroplanes, In our last issue (page 33) 
we published ri photograph of a dinghy which 
he buil t :is a lad. In 1897 he designed and built 
Geis/111, which he and Ernest took to Auck.land 
for the Great Native Regatta of 1898 (Sea Spray, 
April and May 1992). They won no races, but 
had the satisfaction that their vessel held 
together on a heavy day which devastated some 
of the opposition. Her bulb keel caused 
considerable interest. She would have 
resembled Commodore Sanderson's Matnngi, of 
which there is a half model in the Clubhouse. 

The Rymills continued to race Geish11 in 
Squadron rind other lorn) events, with Arthur as 
helmsman, but his ambition turned further 
afield. ln 1889, Josiah 13onnin, Manager of 
Nalpa Station and ancestor of the med ica l 
dynasty, commissioned Fred Potts of 
Langhorne Creek (AG Rymill's cousin) to build 
a cutter in red gum wood. She was 26 ft 6 in 
overall, had a beam of 7 ft, a draft of 4 ft, a 
bowsprit of 11 ft and total ballast of 2 tons 11 
cwt, of which 1 ton 8 cwt was on the keel. He 
named her Nyroca, and in her first race 
narrowly won the Milang Regatta of 10 April 
1889, ' . . .  as she rounded the buoy the Pasquin's 
bowsprit almost reached her cow1ter.' 

AG Rymill bought Nyroc11 on 23 December 1891, 
and blithely took her through the Murray 
Mouth five days later. The log reads, 'Up early 
this morning, expecting to find a North wind, 
but it was 'blowing a dead calm', so we decided 
to drift through the Mouth with the current, and 
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keep her head to the breakers with oars & poles. 

After a 1/4 of an hour of jumping about in the 
breakers managed to get through safely & made 
Port Victor by 11 o'clock.' 

The Rymills (especially Arthur, for Ernest seems 
to have been afflicted with seasickness) took 
Nyroca far afield. When she ran agrormd entering 
American River, they rigged shears and went 
ashore to follow a favourite pastime - shooting 
any wild life in sight. On their first cruise to Port 
Lincoln, they paused to eat Christmas dinner 
with the keeper's family at Althorpe Island. lt 
seems that they usually cooked ashore, for the 
log has several references to anchorages with 
'good firewood' and the small cabin had a pair of 
bellows beside the hatch. 
Inspired by that experience, the seve11th cruise 
was to Moonta in two weeks, sadly with no 
details i n  the log. For a casual wager, Arthur 
took Nyroca to Melbourne and back between 21 
December 1895 and 20 January 1896. The log is 
laconic, but contemporary newspaper accounts 
provide interesting details. The tenth cruise, and 
the last included in the logbook, was to Coffin 
Bay, where they anchored, inter alia, in Fishery 
Bay, which seems a bit bouncy for my taste. 
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AG Rymill's log entry for 28 December 1891. 

'lst Jan 98. Rolled down 3 reefs in mainsail, put 
dingey on house, and made a start [from Fishery 
13ay] at 8 am up the coast. Lumpy water outside. 
Abt midday wind fell light & came into NW. 

Tried for an ancorage under an Island off Avoid 
P, but the sea was too rough & got into a little 
bay formed by the reef (not shown on chart) 
running off Avoid Pt. This is a perfect anchorage 
for small boats - from west round by S to north 
(only open to NW).' [Spelling as in the original, 
with modified punctuation.] 

'3rd [January 1897] Made a start at 8 am, & by 
the aid of chart & compass & a sharp lookout 
from the mast head were able to work up the 
channel without once taking the ground. 
Arrived off Mr Mortlock's Station at 2 pm, 
which is about 25 miles from Pt Sir Isaac. Here 
we struck a real good pal in Bill Mortlock MP, 
who did everything in his power to make our 
stay most enjoyable.' 

This was WAT Mortlock, father of JT Mortlock, 
sometime Commodore of Port Adelaide Sailing 
Club and benefactor of many organisations, 
including the University of Adelaide and the 
State Library. For the story of the Mortlock 
dynasty and of Martindale Hall and the yachts 
named for it, see Squadron Quarterly September 
1994: 24-29. 

VICSAIL SA 
BROKERAGE 
'AUSTRALIA 'S PREMIER NATIONAL BROKERAGE' 

S.A. DISTIUBUTORS FOR ... 

Catalina/Yachts 
Vicsail Brokerage, Australia's largest and most successful Network Brokerage pride 

themselves on finding the right boat for you. Get the most out of your leisure time . . .  

Phone S.A's most experienced Brokerage Team . . .  

Brenton Day: 0410 497 325 Colin Tunn: 0414 446 474 Keith Flint: 0414 420 891 
Russell Craze: 0407 721 953 "Megga" Bascombe: 0414 825 595 

Shop 2 Gulf Point Marina, North Haven 
Ph: 8248 5622 Fax: 8341 9454 Email: vicsails@ozemail.com.au 
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The Rymills retained Geisha as a racing vessel, 
and won the Kintore Cup of 1899. The 
following year she participated in one of the 
races for the Tennyson Cup, nnd the last 
reference to her was in 190'1. 

A cutting of 1 October '1897 r't'<:'.<H\;IS Lwo irnprntant 
new vesse'ls, one being Cnmmndore W Fisher's 
lkueric. 'Thl· Vrr/<'ri11 Ill 11 lh r>t<"l\tll'I' with n bulb keel. 
Shl' i4 ,rn imporl\'d u-,1ft, Mr• Cl J J\ngns having 
purd1n�t·d ht•t' nf llw l(ml of Albermarle. In a 
� l l11111t111llt•d r•l<il1• t•lw w.ts brought to South 
At1NlT11 lh1  by lh• Hll ll' Anchor liner Culgoa about 
tlm•v 11w11th11 11g1-1, ,111d Mr Mcfarlane [well known 
PPrt Adl'lnkll• l.10.1lbuilderj has fitted her out for 
K"rvlcv. Slw Is expected to take part in the 
111,11 1oeuvreo connected with the opening 
dcmonslTnlfon [of RSAYS] on November 6. Many 
ynchtsmen regurd the bulb keels with disfavour. 
They me boats which can be said to have a 
max imum of speed in the water and a mininmmof 
comfort to their occupants. 111e Valeria is nearly 40 
ft overall, and she drnws about 6 ft 6 in of water. 
Her bulb w0ighs one ton ·15 cwt nnd it runs to a 
depth of five feel' from her bollom. She hns been 
LTied llll the " Port River� and bhe is snid lo possess 
good se.1-going· qunlllfo�.' Wry quickly she becnrnc 
scrnlch bo.1l in the t.m.11i r,1cing fleet uf the dny. 

A culling of 8 November 1902 records thnt 
'Valeria was converted by her new owner (Mr 
AG Rymill) into an oil launch. "The 
comparatively new motive power for small 
boats seems to be increasing in popularity."' 
Aesthetica lly this was a dreadful mutilation, 
imposing a box-like cabin on a lovely hull. 
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On 17 October 1903 the yachting correspondent 
reported, 'Messrs AG and E Rymill will today 
leave Port Adelaide for Well's Creek in the 
Valeria. They hope there to have a few days shag 
shooting, and anticipate getting a bag of 3,000 
(sic). Shags, as the fishermen can certify, do an 
immense amount of damage by devouring 
young fish. The Messrs Rymill are armed with 
Winchester repeating shotguns.' 

In 1909 the Ryrnill brothers launched Avocet, 
which appeared on the cover of Squadron 
Quarterly, June 1999. They cruised her in both 
gulfs and took her through the Murray Mouth to 
participate in events at Goolwa and Milang, 
including hydroplane racing. After the death of 
AG Ryrnill in 1934, she passed to his son, Sir 
Arthur Rymill, who sold her interstate in 1961. 

In 1934, Dr AL Tostevin, Adelaide's most 
prominent ophthalmologist of the day, 
commissioned George Ross of Woodville to 
build a motor-sailer to the design of WD Bailey. 
She was described as a wooden screw yacht of 
25.72 gross tonnage, and was 44 ft long, with a 
beam of 12 ft 6 in, a maximum draft of 5 ft 6 in 
and a depth of 8 ft. She was capable of a speed 
of 7-8 knots from a 36 hp Gardner engine, and 
snilcd under ketch rig. 

Dr " Illstcv in hnd enjoyed the hospitality of AG 
Rymil.I abonrd Avocet during a period of 
prolonged convalescence. This nssociation is 
probably why he named his new vessel Nyroca, 
in which he cruised in local waters, where he 
became seriously interested in big game fishing. 

Left: Valeria under sail. 

Above: Valeria converted to an oil 
launch. No longer a thing of beauty. 

Page 33 



I 
State Governor Sir Willoughby Norrie with the 
jaws of his largest shark, cauglrt from Dr 
Tostevin's Nyroca. 

With the outbreak of the Second World War in 
September 1939, many Squadron vessels were 
acquired by the Royal Australian Navy. Nyroca 
was requisitioned on 28 August 1942 and was 
formally commissioned on 29 September. She 
served as a unit of the Naval Auxiliary Patrol at 
Adelaide, Whyalla and Fremantle until she was 
paid off on 2 July 1945. 

Dr Tostevin stands beside the cabin of Nyroca 
under sail (JH Cowell) 
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Before being returned to her owner, he paid for 
a replacement Gardiner diesel engine. Sir 
Willoughby Norrie, popular State Governor 
from 1944 to 1952, was several times a guest on 
Nyroca, from which he twice Landed white 
pointer sharks of large size. One would have 
been a world record but for the inadvertent 
action of a hand in adjusting the brake on the 
reel, which was a technical infringement of the 
rnles.(Sce Squadron Quarterly September 1995: 
43-4 and March 1996: 21-3.) 

Henry Way Rymill, nephew of AG Rymill, first 
acquired a decrepit old yacht Sea Hawk for £7 in 
1936. (Squadron Quarterly March 1996: 24-27 and 
March 1999: 53.) She also served in the Naval 
Auxiliary Patrol as N6, until in 1950 Henry 
acquired lJetlr, a motor-sailer, in which he 
carried his flag as Commodore, includi ng the 
Royal Visit of 1954. 

In Apri l 1955 Dr Tostevin sold his Nyroca to 
Henry Rymill, who used her very actively until 
his death in 1971. He frequently cruised to 
Kangaroo Island and occasionally to Port 
Lincoln. She passed through several hands, 
including former Commodore Bill Harniman 
before Tony Flint took her to Tasmania. 

It is a .nice coincidence that both Rymill 
Commodores should have cruised in vessels 

Beth dressed overall, probably when HW Rymill 
was Com111odore. (Henry Rymill's album) 
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called Nyrocn. Thnt name interested me. Dr 
Tostevin's son M11rk understood that Nyroca is a 
generic name for a duck, one being Nyroca 
austral is. 'Long 11go someone must have caught 
one, had it mounted and presented it to my 
father. lt was a brown bird with distinctive 
white eyes.' This description fits the Hardhead 
(white-eyed duck) Ayt11ya australis. In the same 
Hpiril, I ferny Rymi l l's crew once presented him 
with 11 photo11raph of such a duck, taken by the 
1 1•ll'l 1 1 1 1h•d 11.iri(ln Smith. lt remained on the 
1! 1 1 l l  l 11"1d w lwn hl11 P�ti1i'l' sold her, and perhaps 
It l11 1111 1 l l  1h1111•  

I 1 111 dd 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 d  N111111.1  1111 n mndt•1·11 g1• 1wl'k 01• 
•111 1  l l h  1 1 1 1 1 1 11• 1 11 t 11ylt• v, 1 11111•y 1 •1' f1lrn111w11 1� 
I l11y, 1 1 111111 111 1 wl lh  l t t1d11l11'" H11r/11 r� N1•10 
, , ,, , ,,,,, I d h l  1111 lwlll'I w l lh my q 1 1 l l 11 
1 1\l1•1 1�lv1•  1 1 1 l lt•1 lloll ul dh lhllltli ll'H nml 
I ' l l \  y1  l11p1•d I i i� /I. Hl'tl 1 t h 1 11 1  llH• I 1t ll' l' l 1t' l 
1 1 1 1 1\t l t l  11 11 t1t'lli'd1il1• 2/1. ol the W1/rl/1ji1 
/l1 1111•1 //u11 U<ii,11 11/111w11 oj L.\11orls 1111</ /111µurls) 
1\1 I 11)/J.l, ' 1 lw lhil incl uded Aytlzya (Nyrocn) 
11y1 1lt'rl, the white-eyed pochard of Ghana. 

Set Sail with an 

Aythya (formerly 
Nyroca) australis, 
the hardhead or 
white-eyed duck. 

In L 1 1m, podmrrl solved a minor detail i..n AG 
l{yml l l'H log 1lf the ol'iginnl Nyroca. In an entry of 
C. IIPb11 1 11ry IH�7 he referred to his boat as 'the 
Polwr' 1111d 011 Ill April '1.892 as 'the Powker'. 
< >vortl 1:11sliolr I Ji1'/io1111ry defines a pochard as a 
lluropc.in diving bird, also called the red-eyed 
poker or widgeon. Being keen shooting and 
fishing sportsmen in the Engl i.sh tradi.tion, the 
Rymil.Is would have known this usage, which wns 
new to me. No doubt Josiah Bonnin did so also 
when he gave his little cutter that name. l§QJ 

AFA Yachting Course 
AFA Yachting, in association with the Royal SA Yacht 
Squadron, is offering the following introduction sail 
training packages: 
• I ntroduction to Sail • Competent Crew 

AFA Yachting, the State's preferred provider of 
maritime training also offers: 
• I nshore Theory and Practical • Offshore Theory 
• Ocean Theory (including celestial navigation) 
• Radio Telephony • Elements of Shipboard Safety 
• GPS • Radar 
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For a l l  enquiries and 
bookings, please 

call Laurie on: 

(08) 8303 2781 
or Toll Free 

1 800 636 068 
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