VOYAGE " IN*LAUNCH
FAMILY’S PROJECT

AUCKLAND TO ADELAIDE

(By Telegraph.)
: (Special to- “T_Im Evening Post.”)

AUCKLAND, 10th July

‘Preparations are being made to equip
the well-known Northeote eruiser launch
Beth for a trip from Auckland to Ade-
laide., It is the intention of tl owaner,
Mr. Ti. H. Webb, of Northeote, and his
two sons, Reginald and Sidney Wehb,
to set out on the long ocean journey
some time in September. - g

Mr. Webb, who is interested in the
grain trade in South Australia, arrived
in Auckland with his family early last
year, and decided to settle at North-
cote,  Their ten-ton lauuch, in which
tho whole family had made many
cruises along the south coast of Aus-
tralia, was shipped to Aueckland and
has sinee been in regular:commission
Ilcre. For business reasons Mr., Webb
finds it necessary to return to South
.-"Lusti'n.ha, and ho has decided to make
the journey in his own sturdy vessel.
Mrs. Webb and two .younger ehildren,
who are at school, will leave for Aus-
tralia at the end of the year.

The Beth is a stoutly-built eruiser of
the raised. deck type, and has proved
herself a good sea boat in all sorts of
conditions. She has an overall length
of 40ft 6in, a beam of 10ft, and &
draught of 4ft 6in. She is ketch rig-
ged and has a shallow fin which en-
ables her to porform well under sail,

For this long voyage it is proposed
to deepen the fin-by about a foot, in-
creaging the outside lead ballast from
26ewt to nbout 42ewt. It is also .in-
tended to fit a new rudder. :
~The engine-room is abaft the main
cabin, and houses a 36-h.p. Ailsa Crai
six-eylinder  engine. The Beth il
carty a long-range wircless transmit-
ting set.
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Mr. Webb stated that he did not
consider a trip from New Zealund to
Australia a very trying or venture-
somo one with a launch like the Reth.
He expeeted, however, that he would
have to face some bad weather. Ho
proposes to leave as early as possible
in September, and will not try - to
malke fast time. It is probablé he will
call at Norfolk Island and Lord Hewe
Island. . :

An ample  supply of provisions is
to ‘be carried, and ‘in addition there
will: be about two tons of water and
petrol on “hoard.: : Bxtra - watér and
fuel tanks are to be fitted. . '

Mz, R. Webb is the holder of a yacht
master's ticket, while his fathor is
a competent mnavigator. Mr. T. .
Webb has beer a keen yachtsman for
over thirty-six years-and is a- member

of the Royal South Australian Yaeht
Club. . ==

It is expected the Beth will. earry
a erew of five when she leaves, the

others being a cook and an extra deek
hand._. e f : '



