
In the early hours of Monday lst August, they found themselves just
out of Antechamber Bay, after narrowly escaping being washed up on the
Pages by the treacherous tide that runs through Backstairs Passage. With
themotoroutofactiontheMarywaswashedashorebetweenthejettyand
the mouth of the Chapman River, just below Mr. Tom Iflshmar's house.
She first grounded about 50 yards from the beach, but the vessel was
forcedfurtherinshorebythehugewavesthatwerebuffetingherside.The
crew finally abandoned ship, by wading ashore when the tide went out.

Itwashopedthewindandtheseaswouldmoderate,inanticipationof
getting the ketch afloat, but she had settled on the sand bar, with heavy
seas continuing to break over her. A few hours later she had broken her
back, and an hope of getting her off was abandoned.

I.R.Trcthewey

The ketch Mary on Antechamber Bay beach, lst August 1951

Staying at Mr. Tom I.asmhar's house for three days, the crew spent
their time salvaging parts of the stricken vessel. Amidst the heavy seas
washingoverthewreckthemenspentarduoushourstryingtosalvagetht.
main parts of the ship, but high seas and cold driving rain made the joh
almost impossible. They returned to  Port Adelaide on the Kar¢ffa on
Sunday 4th August.

After75yearsofservicetheMarywaslyinghelplessandbroken,withth.I
seaspoundingheruselesshulkandthewindsighinginthedepletedrigging.

The Mary was not insured, and was sold by Mr. Hogg to the Lashmar
family  at  Antechamber  Bay.  They  salvaged  the  engine,  masts,  an{l
dismantled most of the hull, using the timber for sheep yards. The masl`
were cut down and used for framework for farm sheds.
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The  motor  cruiser  GreJha  was  built  in   1910  by  White  Brothers  at
Southampton, England, for Baron von  Bissing, who at the time was a
high-ranking officer at the German Embassy in London. Her dimensions
were 55.0 feet long, 10.0 feet beam, and 4.0 feet depth, and powered by a
55 horsepower White Bros. kerosene engine. When first launched she was
named the FJorfl Chantz.  She was the winner of the first motor boat race
from the Thames to the Isle of Wight.

At the outbreak of World War I the motor cruiser was confiscated by
the Royal Navy and used as a patrol vessel. After the war in 1919 she was
sold by the  Royal  Navy to  an  unknown  person.  Sir Mark Mitchell  in
England, acquired her in 1927 and changed her name to GreJha, and after
using her there for a while had her shipped out to South Australia, where
she was used for pleasure cruises in South Australian waters.

At the outbreak of World War 11, GreJka was taken over by the Royal
Australian Navy, and again used as a patrol vessel, based at Fremantle,
Western Australia.

Every year, in the summer months a crew of amateurs took the motor
launchfromtheRoyalSouthAustralianYachtSquadron,atOuterHarbour,
down to American River where Sir Mark Mitcheu had a summer residence.
The GreJke cruised extensively along the north coast of Kangaroo Island.

Sir Mark Mitchell
The motor launch GreJha at American River
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AntechamberBay,ahauntofbiggameanglerssuchasJackDavey,Eldred
Riggs, and James  Cowell.  Skippered by Mr. Jack Wood, and the crew,
Messrs. Ron Wall, Max Wall, Dean Hanm, Ken Raul, Bronte Woodman,
and Malcolm Hudson. The vessel usually carried a smau dinghy in her
davits,butsomethingpromptedMr.Woodtoleavethesmalldinghyand
take a larger, eleven foot six dinghy.

Early in the afternoon of the 25th they arrived at Antechamber Bay
andaftertakingtheounerandthreeguestsonboard,theycruisedabout
the bay fishing. The owner and his guests then went ashore, where they
hadestablishedashorecampforthenight.Itwasarrangedtopickthem
upearlythenextmorning,andthenproceedtothePage§,asmallgroup
of islands  in  Backstairs  Passage, to try their hands  at catching sharks.
TowardseveningH.M.A.S.Barcoo,asurveyfrigate,enteredAmtechamber
Bay and.also anchored.

Earlyinthemorningtheycontactedtheshorecampandpickedupthe
guests,  the  owner  deciding  to  stay  ashore  and  fish  for  bream  in  the
Chapman River, a fresh water stream that enters the bay. They had an
uneventful run out to the Pages. The day was very hot and the wind was
light, although there was a long sweu running. On anchoring near the
Pages,bareislandsofrocksdevoidofanyvegetation,they fished.Anhour
or two later they `upped' anchor to return to Antechamber Bay at about
10.30 a.in.

ItwasacontentedcrewthatloungedonGreJha'sdeckastheycruised
back.  The  engine  was  throbbing  reassuringly,  the  sun  was  shining
brightly,andthehelmsmansinginglustflyatthewheel.Everybodywasat
peacewiththeworldwhensuddenlyaterrificexplosionflashedfromthe
direction of the engine room. Mr. Wood ran forward and looking down
thehatchoftheengineroomsawthatitwasaraginginferno.

Anhandsracedtoprocurefireextinguishersandplayedthemonthe
fire,butalltonoavail.Bythistimethefirehadspreadforwardthrough
the bilge and flames were shooting from the forecastle hatch. The main
fueltanks,whichheld200gallonsofpowerkerosene,hadnotyetcaughl
fireandcouldhaveblounupatanymoment,sothedinghywaslowered.
Au hands except Mr. Wood and Mr. Max Wall clambered aboard. Thc`
dinghywashungfromthesternandMr.WoodandMr.Wallendeavouretl
topourbucketsofwaterontheflames,butitonlyencouragedthem.All
hope for the  motor launch had now gone, the flames were spreading
everywhereandthemainfueltankshadyettoblowup.H.M.A.S.Bflrcow
wasasmudgeofsmokeonthehorizon,andnoimmediatehelpfromhi`i.
wasexpectedevenifshehadseenthesmoke.Therewasnothinglefttodli
but abandon ship.
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gotthoseonboardtopunasfarawayaspossiblefromtheGreJfabefore

_ _ _ , ,. L,vuLu Ouiu ®walli to une ain8hy and

theyendeavouredtogetaboardthedinghy,asitwasbynomeanscertain
thatthedinghywouldholdsevenpeople.Luckilyitdidandtheywere
afloatoncemore.ItwasdecidedtoheadforCapeSt.Albans,thenearest
pointofland.Thetimewasthenaboutll.15a.in.Theycouldnotgamble
ontheBarcoocomingtotheirrescue,sotheoutboardenginewasstarted
and  their boat headed  towards  Cape  St. Albans. At  this  stage another
tceor.r=%Cnse%P£'=££e.Canefromine-~*=r:£=i"#.aAc=o"m.S=e8debayn°h#8:
columns of smoke.

TheywereapproachinglandwhentheBarcoowasseennearingthe
burningGreJ*&Aftercirclingher,theBareoocommencedablocksearch.
whenaboutahalfmilefromtheshore,theBarcoowasseencomingfast
intheirdirection,havingsightedthedinghy.

WhentheyWerethreehundredyardsoffshore.84rrnnwa.a:-n^l`:--
1`__  1_them to

as  there
eighteen

oodandMr.Walldivedoverboardandswamtothedinghyand
onboardtopullasfarawavacr`^cc:l`1^&--I-I--"    --

......,w.Hulrccnunaredyardsoffshore,Barcoowassignalling
cometoher,sothedinghywasturnedaround,butnotforlong,
was  another kind  of trouble,  for,  on  the stern,  there  was  an
foot  shark  following.  By  this  time  the  outboard  motor had

anrf  tri4`,A.A  +^  ___._   ,`           ^       I..
u    _,   _-.v  u«"  Lilt;  uL.LIJoara  motor  hadstoppedandtheyhadtorow.CapeSt.Albanswasalotcloserthanthe

BarcoosoitwastotheCapetheyheadedwiththesharkstillsilently
following.Itkeptnudgingthetransomwithitsheadthenwenteitherside
of  the  dinghy  and  bumped  the  oars  with  its  head.  It  then  moved
underneaththedinghy,presumablytoupsetit,andstartedtobumpthe
underside.Atthisstagesomethinghadtobedonetodistractit§othe
outboardenginewasdroppedoverthestern,andluckilyitfollowedit
down.Theoarswereappliedwithgreatvigourforthelasthundredyards
andtheyheadedthedinghyintoacreviceintherocksonCapeSt.Albans
and scrambled ashore.

H.M.A.S.Barcoothenloweredalaunchandranalongsidetherocks
iindpickedthemup.TheyweretakenonboardBarcooandtreatedvery
handsomely by the officers and  crew.  The captain told Mr. Wood that
whenheapproachedtheGreJfahecouldseethatshewasdoomedasher
``tarboardsidewasblounout.ThemenfromtheGreJhowereputina
launchandlandedatPenneshaw.TheBarcoothensteamedbacktothe
lturning  GreJha,  arriving  as  she  sank  (according  to  the  captain).  It  is
lielievedthatwhentheBarcoogottotheGreJkashewasstiuafloatandshe
wassunkbygunfirefromtheBancoo,asshewasashippinghazard.
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