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AQUATICS.

"Our Yachts."

HAIDEE,14 TONS, MR WILSHIRE, OWNER.

In
continuing

"our yachts," a more
appropriateselec-

tion could not be found after the Nereid thanthe Haidee,

as both yachtswore launched about the same time, and
were regarded as the two best

second-classyachtsin the
harbour.For a longtimeit was a much debated question

which of the twain was the better, but the Nereid has
put her claimsto that

distinction beyondcavil,and no
one can now be founddaringenoughto say thereis a
shadow of a doubt on that point. It cannot be denied

that the Haideehas had great
difficulties

to contend with
in the shapeof bad

management,

and undermorefavor-

able auspicesshe mighthave beatenMr
Fairfax's

pet.
As far as the yachting publicof Sydneyare

concerned,

they have, in all
likelihood,

seenthe lastof the Haidee,

as Mr.
Wilshire,

sometime back, soldher to Mr. Heath,

of
Geelong,

forthesumof £300- at which price shewas
dirtcheap- and a crewof fourmen were

specially

sent
up from Geelong

to takeher down, for which latter place

she sailed a few daysago.The crewmusthavehad
no rosybilletof it, for, shortly after their

departure,

the weather became very boisterous and rough, and
I hopetheywillarriveat their

destination

all right.

The Haideewas built to the order of Mr. Wilshire

by Mr Lomax,of
Balmain,

and was
launched

in the
early partof October, 1866. I havenot beenableto
obtainher

dimensions,

so that I am unableto publish

them.Her first
appearance

was an
unsuccessful

one
but she was defeated through an accident that she met
with. On St. Andrew's Day, the usual Balmain
Regattacameoff;and in the

second-class

yachtracethe
Vivienne, Ella,and Haideestarted.This was a complete

giftto the
first-named,

who won by any
distance.Great

attention

was paidto the nextraceshe tookpartin, as all
the new yachts started, and everyone was on the qui
viveas to how they would "shape."Thiswas on Box-
ing Day. At

Woolloomooloo

Bay Regatta the Nereid,

Haidee, Ella,and Vivienne started for the
second-class

yacht race,and the Haideecamein secondto Nereid,

beatingEllaby 3
minutes,

and
Vivienne

by about3
minutes 50 seconds. In her next effortshe was also
unsuccessful,

having been beaten easily by Ella and
Nereidon the 19th January, in the

second-class

race of
the R.S.Y.S.It was said at the time that if the Haidee

had any chance of
winning

the race, she lostit
through

havingan amateur crew.The tideof affairsnow began

to turnin her favor,and she madeher firstwin on
Anniversary Day in the second-classrace. The course
was from theirown moorings in Farm Cove, roundflag
boatoff Goat Island, then round a boat moored off Manly

Beach,back round flagship,then round Shark Island
and back to the flagship.The Haidee, Ella, Nereid, and
Australian started,and the former beatEllaby 3 or 4
minutes; Australian was third,the Nereidhaving
carried away her topmast. On St. Patrick'sDay, in the
second-class

yachtrace,she was again"all there,"and
won the racewithany amount of timeto spare. Course:

From their moorings in Farm Cove, round boat off Goat
Island, then round a buoy off Manly Beach,back round
flagship,thenceround Shark Islandand backto the flag-

ship. The Haidee, Vivienne,Nereid, Australian and
Ella started, and Mr.

Wilshire's

boat came in 11 min
aheadof the

Vivienne,

who was 1 min in advanceof
Nereid. At the Balmain Regatta,Ella, Haidee, Nereid,

and Vivienne startedin the
second-class

yachtrace,and
the EllabeatHaideeby 3min, Haidee beating Nereidby
2min.In the

second-class

yachtrace at the Double

Bay Regatta,the Nereid, Haidee, Ella, Vivienneand
Pert

started. Haideewas beatenby 10 min by Nereid.

Haideebeating Ella by 1/2min. On
Anniversary

Day,
for the handicap yacht race, £100 prize,she received 17
min startfromthe Xarifa,7minfromVivid,and she

min startfromthe Xarifa,7minfromVivid,and she
beatthe pairby about 5 and 3min, taking second prize;

Nereid, 16minstart,firstprize;Ella,21min
start,third

prize.In her next
appearance,

on the 3rd
February,

she
performed

a greatfeat in the R.S.Y.S. second-class

yacht race. Haidee, Nereid, Ella, Pert and Vivienne
started. Haidee wentawayat the start, and won by over
10min;EllabeatPertby 6min,who beat

Vivienne
by

5 1/2 min. Nereid carried away. On the 9th May,a
handicap

racecameoff for the SilverCup
presented

by
Mr. Dangar, whichwas won by Xarifa (scratch)

by about

31 min; Nereid (15min)second;and Ione (29min),

third;Haideereceived13min start,and was nowhere.

Eleven yachts started.On the 9th Novemberthe Bal
main Regatta came off, and the

Vivandiere, 19min,
Mischief,13min,Ella, 2min, Nereid

scratch,and Haidee,
scratch,started for the handicapyachtrace.

Vivandiere

won by 2min55sec,and Mischieftooksecondprize,
beating Nereid and Haidee by 3 and 5min. On the 14th
November,

the racefor a SilverCup,
presented

by Mr
Parbury, came off, in which the Mistral made her first
appearance.

Haideereceived19 min start,but got so
far behind during the racethatshe

retired fromthe con
test,anddidnotgo overthe

course.

On the9th
January

the second class yacht raceof the
R.S.Y.S.cameoff,and

the Nereid,Peri, Haidee,Pert,and Ella started.In
this eventHaideecut up very badly,havingbeen
beaten by 15min or so by Nereid. Thiswas the last
appearance

of the Haidee; since when,as slatedabove,she
has beensold.As willbe seen,the Haideehas beena
veryfair

performer,

and perhapsin other handsshe may
be more

fortunate

thanshe has been whilst in the
posses-

sion of Mr.
Wilshire.


