
Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 26 July 1913, page 9

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article63802690

OLD PORT MEMORIES.

A TOAST.

Aftersending on to you some rambling

noteslast week,the writerhad a few
quiettalkswith himself,and decidedto
pen a secondedition. In our last we
had hurriedly got roundthe Port and
back to the

Dockyard, wherethe Congate

streetwharf is now built.Messrs.Beau-
champ, McAllen,and Mitchelmore had a
shipbuilding

yard, where Mr. W. Milne's

yachtHygeiawas launched, also the Nap-
perbyketch,to augmentthe fleetof

Messrs. Denman & Gell, of Port Pirie.
They also ownedthe Amelia,fore and aft
schooner, Capt. Webber,who once
broughther in to Port Adelaidewith
wheatfrom Port Pirie,with the bags
wet, threetiershigh.She was better
knownas the "SuddenJerk,"as she was
said to proceedin jerks.Also the Nor-
manville, cutter,or RoaringGimlet,on
which the present

pilot-in-charge

had his
first command. Further south, towards
the bridge,Messrs.Robert Lowen and
Sons built some fine ships—the Cygnet,
Lotus,Elsie,the ill-fated Postboy,and
others.Beforethis, oppositethe North

Arm, on the Peninsulaside,the same
firmhad builtthe Walterand John,and
where Mr. Ben Lowen cut down the
"Pim''favourite.This was a very tall
pinetree,fromwhichwe ladscouldget a
goodviewbothto seaward and alsoof the
river.Needlessto say, we were indig-
nant at the

destruction

of our lookout.

Just beyond the E. & A. Telegraph

Yards,to the southof the bridge,the
blackshad a largecamp,and another

just on St. Vincent street,in the Port,
on the land now occupied by

Laumondais's

woodyard. Many a good corroboree have
I seen there. Oppositeto this was the
Copper Company's works, in full swing.

It was a sightat nightto look in at the
open door and see the Welshmenwith
arms and legs thicklypaddedladlingout
the moltenmetal,and runningit into
mouldsfor export.At the rear of the
copperworkswas the flourmill of John
Hart & Co. (now the AdelaideMilling

and Mercantile Company), Mr. E. Leices-

ter, engineer. The old gentleman used to
alwaysgo to business in a whitebell-

topper. His son (Mr. E. W. J. Leices-

ter) is the presentmanagerof the mill.

Mr. J.
Williams,

the builder,a genial
old gentleman,also alwaysdrove about to
his contracts in a white

''topper.''

Mr.
Jack

Deslandes,
later town surveyor, was

articledto Capt. John Hart, and used
to drivehim from GlanvilleHall to the
mill in a springcart beforethe advent

of the brougham—and the beautiful pair
of greys.They were

high-steppers,

in-
deed.

Glanville as a districtwas unknown,but
the land was knownas Bucks'flat.Here

in the early sixtiesthe
combined Sunday

schoolsof Adelaideheld a picnic,march-
ing from the Port RailwayStationhun-
dreds strong,with bannersand banner-
ettes flying.HawkersCreekwas then a
wide stream,runningback near to Glan-
ville Hall, and was crossednear where

ville Hall, and was crossednear where
the Glanville RailwayStationnow stands

by woodenplankson trestles,and known
as the PennyBridge.WilliamLavington
was the tollkeeper,and demandedthe

"humblebrown"from each pedestrian. At
the great shamfightof which"A. T. S."
wrote,this bridgewas protected on either

side by
sandbags.

The clay for forming

the Semaphoreroad was dug out of the
swampon the site of the presentGlan-
villeRailwayStation.The sidesof this
hole were cut squaredown. The tide
usedto fillit up, and madea

splendid

lake

for the sailingof our modelyachts.The
originalportionof the presentExmouth

Hotelwas a
one-storied building, builtof

nondescript material by the late Mr. W.
Knapman(which,by the way, fell down
one Sundaymorning,and was rebuilt), and
was at one time a private dwelling.The
writerwas oncesenton a message to this
house,but was unableto approach it, as
it was surroundedby the tide from
Hawker'sCreek.

The earliest yacht of any pretensions

was the WhiteCloud,ownedby Mr.
(afterwards Mr. Justice) Bundey. Then
the WhiteSquall,a tiny packetownedby
WilliamHubert.Then came H. D. O'Hal-
loran'sBanshee,W. Russell's Vivid,W.
Christie's Isabella,Steve Goldsworthy's

Xanthe,whichused to come from Black
Point,and so the yachtsincreased,and
were later mergedfrom the South Aus-
tralian YachtClub to the SouthAustra-

lian Yacht Squadron. The only means of
transportin the earlydays was by bullock

team. John Dewar had one team and

"Soup and Bouilli" Williams another,
Wilson'sHotel did businesswhereJen-
kins'sslip now is, and LawrenceGifford

landed passengers from his waterman's

boat whereFletcher'sDock was dug out
beforethe bridgewas built.Johnnie
Griffiths kept the old LefevresHotel
which was burnt down. Another hotel
of brickwas erectedon the site,and
now the residence of Mr. Richard Stan-
ton. The writer'sfatherplantedthe gum
treeson this block60 yearsago. Most
of these were removedwhen the present

ExeterHotelwas built,and but one now
remains opposite the Methodist Lecture
Hall in Youngstreet.The land between

Harris street and Martini streets was un-
der hay crop in some years,and sometimes

in piemelons for pig feeding.This land
was then ownedby Mr. W. Sperring,a
baker,who owned a mongrel bulldog.

Thisbrutewas oncelet off the chainto
turn a wandering canine off the premises,

but insteadjumpedinto a sty and killed

quitea numberof pigs.The late Mr
Mark Mead's services were requisitioned

in dresswhatwas worth savingof the pork.

Our favourite playground for rounders
&c., was "The Flat,"a nice levelpiece
of groundoff Charltonstreet,now owned
by PilotMuir.Next to this was the
property of the late Mr. J. Loader,where
nativecherriesgrew abundantly, and some
of the trees are still to be seenon the
northern boundary. The present gas
works propertywas then the boundsof
civilisation,

and near there in the scrub
Jim Davis, fisherman and birdcatcher,

used to get rosellas and otherbirdsin
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used to get rosellas and otherbirdsin
large quantities. The first experience of
school life of yours truly was in a wooden

housenext the BeehiveBuildings on Se-
maphoreroad,kept by a lady now still
livingat the Semaphore.The next a
schoolkept in Emes'sRow, Emes street.

This row was pulleddown many years
ago. On November 1, 1863,I was taken
to the Government Grant School (of
which my father was a

trustee),under

the late Mr. John Millard. The old Go-
vernment GrantSchoolis now part of the
presentState Schoolof which Mr. Millard

was the firsthead master.My
recollec-

tions of the first day at the school were
strongly impressedon me, as I took the
opportunity

to slip out of schooland off
home.The mother,a daughter of a navy
veteran,at once tricedthe offenderup
to a woodenbedpostand

administered

a
round dozen with a piece of

clothesline.

I was so
impressed

by thisthatI can
honestlysay I never afterwardsplayedthe
wag.
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"A. T. S." mentionsthe "Coorong''cut-
tingthe pilotboatdownaboutthistime.

Ben
Blakeley

was
drowned,

and the same
day the boardingboat was

capsised.
Most

of the crew were drowned, including the
pilot,J. Wright.The water suppliedto
the Port was obtained from a well just
north of the Peninsula School,and lifted
with a steam engine.Mr. WilliamMc-
Kenzie was the engineer, afterwards part-
ner in the firm of Clark,McKenzie,and

Co. The well and machinery were the
propertyof Mr. W. Davis.The large
pipesran past the school,and we lads
used to cut the lead from the joints for
sinkers,and,

incidentally,

let the water
out. The antiquated beam engineused
for the work is now on vacant land at

the cornerof
Montpellier

and Nile streets,

and was usedby the lateW. Buckfor
cuttingfirewood. Could not the Port Cor-
porationobtainthis pieceof obsoleteme-
chanismand mount it in some

conspicuous

placeas a relicof old Port Adelaide?

Anotherwelland tankwereon the pro-
pertynow knownas the

Birkenhead

Re-
serve,the waterbeinglaid from thereto
the slip. A powdermagazinewas also
on this land. The Port Adelaide Artillery

under Capt. Quin, Lieuts.Edmundsand
the evergreenJ. C. Haddy,used to fire

round shot from the old
smooth-bore

Howitzers,whichwere kept in sheds
where the waterworks shops are now in
Nile street.(The writeralso helpedto
manhandle these guns 35 years ago.) The
firinggroundwas the Semaphore beach,
both northand south.Writingof relics,

the figurehead of the Ville de Bordeaux

(the Frenchship siezedby the Govern-

mentin the early days) is, or was,in
Fletcher's yard, also the

figurehead
of the

Camillaand Saxon grace Mr. Abernethy's

groundson the south esplanade.Nearly
every boy could swim, and on summer
morningsthe water was alive insidethe
head of the jetty (publicbaths were
unknown).A jib crane stood on the T.

head,from the top of which,Tom Bickers

used to dive.I am afraidTom's adipose

tissuewould deprivehim of this pleasure

now. Mounted Constable John M. B.
Marshall, now in chargeof Kingston,

south-east, was called "The Amphibious,"

and he tookto saltwater as soonas he
could walk. His early

experiences

of salt
waterhave servedhim in good steadsince
then. The writer could continuedetailing
experiences

of the days that are gone,but
your readerswill by this time be crying
"enough,''

and as I conclude I raisemy
glass,in silence, and drink"To thosethat

glass,in silence, and drink"To thosethat
have crossed the divide."


