THE COLLISION BETWEEN THE
YAOHT HYGEIA AND THE RTEAMER
PENOLA,

The Marine Board on Mondsy, February 1,
conoluded the investigation respecting the ool-
lzion between the schooner yacht Hygeis and
the steamer Penols, which ocourred off Cape
Jervis on the 21st of last Decamber. |

The follewing is a digest of the evidence
taken : —

Frederiok Chapman said he was chief officer |
of the steamer on the ocoasion of the collision,
He was in charge of the deck from 12to $3.m
on the 2!st December. The wind wus west, |
moderate, with light psesing showers, The
moon had set, and D:l.ga Jervis light was in
gight. Was on the bridge when the Hygeia
was firat sighted, Oapt. Bnewin having left |
him shont & minnte before. The man en
the loek out reported a vessel ahead with-
out lighta, and immediately afterwards said
she was close to the stesmer Penola, Haw the
vesdel for the first time sbout a minats before
the collisien, but had not time to make out how
she was hesding. The Penola was steering N,
by E. Reperted to Captain Bnewin that a
vesael was ahead, and he came forward, after
taking his glasses outof thecase, Before getting
suy orders from Oapt. Snewin ordered the helm to
pe ported, The order was obeyed, and the vessel
poawered immediately. Whilst going aft just
sfterwards, met Captain SBnewin going forward,
who ‘ordered the whistle to be blown, That
was done, and the engines wera ordered to be
stopped. The o on took place whilst he
waa standing by the whistle, Haw mo more of |
Oaptain Snewin until he was brought on board
after the ocourrence, Missed him immediately
after the collision. Hea would have beea on the
forepart of the bridge whea the collision
occurred. Baw no lights on board the Hygeia
until she was close to the Penola, when he
noticed a green light, but did not think it was
in the screen, Thought it was going to be put |
in position. Baw no red light uatil after the |
vessel was olear. After the collision heard
& voice maying, ' Lower the boat,” and three
or four minnfeas after the Hygeia's b af
was in the  water, and subsequently
piocked up Oaptain Bnewin. Had lights been
ghown would have seen them half a mile
off,. The wind wass fair for sailing vessels
either way. Was of opinion that had the
gteamer’s courss not been altered she would
have gone right over the ys:cht. The Hygeia
strnck the steamer on the port bow before the
fore riggiog.

Willianu Morton, able seaman, stated that he
was on the loek-out on the ooccasion, and re-
ported to the mate that a vessel was ahead
without Jights. She might have been a mile off.
There was a 3, 4, or 5-knok breezs at the time,
It was from 7 to }0 minutes from the time he
saw her until she struck, Heard the mata

order helm hard E:gort abont 4 minutes before
the aseopident. the helm not heen ported

tha vaoht would Bave been run down,
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tha ysoht would have been run down,
| Hugh Willlams said he was at the wheel on
| board the Penola when the eollision took place.
L:id not ses the other wvessel until just beflore
_ghe struck. BSaw no lights, The helm might
' have been ported abont 10 minutes before she
girock, i ey .
John Warwick second sngineerof the Penola,
- said the engines were going ‘at full speed when
the order was given to stop, About a minute
elapsed baefore the engines were stopped, aud
about two or three seconds afterwards he felt
the oollision.

William Milns, owner of the yacht Hygeis,
said the vessel left Glepelg on Sunday, Decem-
bar 20, between 10 and 1l a.m. There wasa
tolerably good brees: from W, to 8.W. at
starting. G, Simmonds was In charge of the
yasht, but was not on deck whea the collision
took place, and he did not know who had
tharge of the deck. MoLsol was steering.
Witness cama on deck shortly before the nnu‘i.
“gion, There was not much wind, four knots at
theoutside. It wasacloudy moonlight night, and
objaota gould be seen at sowe distance. When he
came on deck saw the Penola on the starboard
bow. Continned looking at her until satisfied
she would pasa well to windward if both vessals
continued on thelr courss. His attention waa
called to the Uape Jervis ligh:, and on again
Inoking at the stesmar she was cresslng the
bow of the yacht, having evidently poried her
helm. It was ten minutes or a quarter of an
hour from the time of first seeing the steamer
until tha collision took place. Haw two lights,
one high up snd the other low down,
snd his impression was that the lower
one was green. The Hygeia was head-
ing B. by W,., close-hanled, with Uape
Jervis light on the lee bow. [Mr Milne bere

¢xplained the position of the vessels on a

am | He sald the Hygeia's helm was not
ghifted to his knowledge, Heard tha Penola’s
whistle just before the collision. Learnt afier-
wards that the Hygein’s side hghts were not in
position. Cape Jervis was about five miles
distant. Had each vessel kept her course the
ihmh would have passed half a mile to wind.

Bimmonds, master of the Hygeia,
said he went halow about a quarter.past 12,
leaving MoLeod in charge of the deck, Wm.
Bandspit was at the wheel. It waa bright
moonlight when he went below. Oape Jervis
gght was in sight, The vessel was headi
. 4 W., with the wind about 8, W, by W. Al
plain sail was =et, with a reef in the maineail,
The side-lights were not lighted, becanse it was
s bright moonlight night. Did not leave orders
to light them if it became olondy, He hadbzen
on deck from 5.30 until mideight, and was
lying on the locker with his eclothes on when
the acoident oceurred. He had been at sea 22
years, but did not hold s eertificate of any
kind. Enew something of navigation, and
gauld ascartain his position if. 330 or 400 miles
from land, if z:-oﬁdad with neoossary inatru-

ments and hool
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Norman McLeod, able seaman—Oame on
deck at midnight. The captain went below
shortly after, but witness did not comsider he
was in charge. Was on the look.omb, and
another man at the wheel. When going below
the captain teld him not o go too close to the
land, and {f there was no more wind he (wit-
nots) conld put her about himself, Went to
the wheel nt 2, and at twenby minutes to 3
the man on the look-out came aft, and said
he could sea a light on the weather bow. Told
him to light the side lights, Ha did =so, bat
witness did not know whether they werein
position when the eollision took place. Did not
sea the light uotil Mr, Milne cama on deck,
Baw the green aad masthead lights, The
Hygeia’s helm was shifted to port before the
oollision. Did so on his own responsibility.
When the vessel struck the sails were aback,
and the ship beading west. The wind was to
the southward of weet. The Penola was to
windward, steering towards the land, when she
shifted her courss. Had the Penola’s course
not been altered the vessels would have gone

clear.

William Sandsforde, able seaman, gave
similar evidence, and said that after the
Penola’s lights were meen he was told by
McLeod to light the side lights. Did =0 as
quickly as possible, and held the green light up,
so that it might be seen. This was about two
minutes before the collislon. In snawer to Oag-
tain Bimmonds, he said the steamer waa on Lhe

bow when he went below to light the
ps, but on returning she was two pointa on
the starbeard bow, Had no orders to call the

m;hlm
rederick Ohapman, reealled, sald, in reply
to Mr, Hardy, that when he relisved the cip-
tain the Pencla had been steering N.W, by N.
until Cape Jervis bore east, when & course was
shaped tor the lighthouse N, by K. At 20
minuntes before the collision thought the Hygeia
would have seen their green light. About a
quarter of an hour elapsed from the time the
courss was altered until the Hygeis was sighted.
Frederick P, Bnewin, master of 'he Penols,
stated that he was on deck when the collision
toek place about a quarter to 3 s.m, Had heen
Sy S5 S0k VAo Satey s 1R S,
ways on when g the passage,
The weather waa mﬂ: with ocoasional light
showers. The Penola was going full speed, and
the lighta hnm.i.nf brightly. Was on the bridge
abaft the funnel when tha mate reported a
vemal without lights ahead. From that time
until the vesssl was in'colliston about 30 seconds

rovided WILLO DECcOosAry 1narrn-

elapsed. Conld not muke ount how ha vosasel
was going, Waa getting on the plank when he

was kuooked overboard. Had been steering
N, by ¥, for about a quarter of an hour before.
Ordered the whistle to be blown. Did not
know whether the engines were stopped or notk.
Did not think a vessel could be seen more than
a quarter of a mile on sach a night. Saw
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a quarter of a mile on such a night. Saw
something looming in the darkness immediately
before ths oollision. Saw no lights. When
picked up and taken to the Hygeia noticed she
had no red light ia position,

Prederick Chapman was further examined,
bnt nothing new was elicited.

The enguiry was then adjourned until Tnes-
day, February 2, when the finding was read as
follnwa : — :

* The Qourt 1s of opinion that tha collision
between the steamer Penola and the yacht
Hygeis, on the morning of $he 2lst Decemb:r,
was occasioned by the Master of the Hygeia
neglecting to have the rezuiation side lighta in
position. — K. H. Ferquson, Pregident; J. W.
Smith, Nautical Assesasor,”
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