
The Matthew Flinders Series ����������� 

Over the Christmas/New Year period this summer, an exciting new offshore 
racing series will be conducted by the Squadron. This major event on our new 
calendar will provide excellent racing for those vessels unable to compete in 
interstate events at this time. 

To c ommemorate th e 190th year sinc e 
Capt M atth ew F lin ders ch arted our c oast 
in 1802, the Royal SA Yacht Squadron is 
ar ran ging a series of r ac es b etween 27th 
D ec ember 92 and th e new year . 

Th e major rac e will b e  over a course of 300 
miles, together with a sh orter c ourse of 150 
miles for slower yac hts. All c ompetitors 
sh ould b e  back at the Squadr on for New 
Year's E ve. To c omplete th e series, a New 
Year's Day Regatta will also b e  held off 
Outer Harbor. 

The Squadron's New Year's E ve D inner 
D anc e is always a good n igh t, and c ertain ly 
will be someth ing spec ial on this occ asion. 
Th erefore please m ak e  early arrangements 
with your c rews, families and friends to 
t ak e  part in these gr eat yach tin g and soc ial 
events. 

Details will b e  advised later, and it i s  also 
hoped th at we will also b e  ab le to inc lude 
a c ruising c ompetition in th e series. 

•RACING SAILS 

•CRUISING SAILS 

•COMPUTER DESIGNED 

•L ASERCUT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SAILMAKERS: 

Doug &. Joan Humphries � 356 2942 
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INIQUITY: Studying Whales in Antarctica _ 

The adv_enturous Tim Edkins and friends are at it again. This time in Tim's latest 
vessel INIQUITY, they are off to Antarctica in search of the Humpback whale. 
"Squadron Quarter's" guest correspondent on board, Peter Drew reports. 

Antarc tica: th e word c onjures up in tense 
images in most of our minds and yet so few 
of us get th e opportunity to travel to th e 
southern m ost l atitudes. 

Th is summer a Squadron b oat is involved 
in an expedition to Antarc tic a in order to 
c arry ou t Humpback whale researc h in 
c onjunc tion with the Oc eanic Research 
Foun dation . 

Th e idea for an expedition south b egan 
around 18 mon ths ago wh en Tim Edk ins 
purc hased th e steel sloop INIQUITY from 
Stan Morgan in P t  Lincoln. He set ab out a 
major refit to make th e b oat suitable for 
long distanc e c ruising and so at the same 
time work was started on making th e b oat 
suitab le  for an adventure south . 

B y  aroun d April th is year th e b oat was 
c omin g togeth er. W e  h ad a group of 
interested c rew an d through O RF had 
developed a real purpose to wh at had 
star ted around th e bar as a germ of an idea 
to go to Antarc tic a. 

P ete G ill  wh o is a sc ien tist involved in 
whale researc h around Australia an d wh o 
has two previous Antarc tic expedit ions 
b ehind him, had en thused us with· th e 
importanc e of un derstan din g  more about 
th e b eh aviour and migration pattern s of 
Humpback whales. 

Humpb ac ks spend th e summer month s  in 
An tarc tic a an d th en migrate north into 
warmer tropic al waters during the win ter 
month s to mate and calve. They tend to 
migrate c lose to coasts and finally b reed in 
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warm sh allow waters. Most of the researc h 
into Humpbac k  wh ale b eh aviour in our 
region has b een done c lose to th e c oast of 
Australia. Very little work has b een don e 
in An tarc tic a or in th e islands or reefs of 
the Cor al Sea. 

The Hum pb ack wh ale is one p art of a short 
and potentially very fragile food ch ain in 
Antarc tic a. Th e un derstandin g of th is food 
ch ain an d the in tegration of the Humpback 
wh ale in th e total ec ology of our south ern 
latitudes is much more important th an 
ac ademic int erest for biologists. As we 
c onsider th e exploitation of fish and krill 
and open up the possibility of reintroduc ing 
wh aling, there is a real need for us to 
understan d the impac ts of th ese dec ision s 
in a m  uc h more informed manner than has 
been done historic ally. E ven though a better 
understandi ng of Humpb ac k  wh ale 
migration patterns and behaviour may b e  
on ly a sm all aspec t of the total An tarc tic 
debate it is still an important part. 

When th e wh aling of Humpbac ks stopped 
in 1962, th e number remain ing was 
est imat ed as 5t o 10% of the original stocks. 
It is useful to un derstan d how th e total 
Humpback populati on has chan ged it's 
b eh aviour as a c onsequenc e of th is massive 
reduc tion in numbers. 

As a c on sequenc e we dec ided to spend th e 
winter months in north ern waters to try to 
fill out part of th e pic ture away from th e 
Austr alian c oast. W e  understand th e 
Humpb acks migrate along th e east coast of 
Australia and they are a separ ate b reeding 
group from th ose on th e west c oast of 
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INIQUITY: Studying Whales in Antarctica-=--
Austr alia. H istorical records of whales k illed 
would s uggest that H um pb acks use d to 
migrate nor th to the Ches ter fie ld Reefs i n  
the mi ddle of the C oral Se a. Over the last 
few months we have tried to le arn i f  
H um pb acks s ti ll migrate to thi.s regio n and 
to New Cale donia, and i f  so are they part of 
the s ame breedi ng gr oup as the Eas ter n  
A ustrali an Humpback whales. 

It is no t my place t o  de tail our findi ngs 
be fore the experts wri te their scie ntific 
pape rs, however we have m ade progress i n  
fi lling out the picture . There are cle ar ly 
H um pb ack whales m ovi ng t hrough Ne w 
Caledonian waters. We m ade what is 
believed to be the first recor ding of a 
H um pback whale song in Ne w Caledo nia 
and pre liminary analysis clearly i dentifies 

these whales as bei ng par t of the same 
breeding group as those o n  Eastern 
A ustralia. 

The C hes terfield Reefs, although packed 
wi th the m ost incredible bird life, did not 
appear to have any whales. We di d speak 
to some -one who regularly goes to these 
ree fs who saw a mother and calf i. n  1990. 
Thus even though we did not find the 
result we wanted, o verall progress was 
made and we s pent a few days looking at 
the array of birds and tur tles and collecting 
an abundance of she lls. Those people who 
have sai le d  wi th Chook Sm ith would have 
bee n  am azed to fi nd him wande ri ng down 
long s andy be ache s - collecting shells, 
photographi ng bir ds and ge ne rally laying 
back i nto crui si ng mode like an expert. 

Well known Squadron racing sailor, Chook Wall-Smith trainingfor INIQUITY's recent 
trip to New Caledonia. 
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INIQUITY: Studying Whales in Antarctica.:_ 
We now si t i n  Mack ay be fore m ovi ng 
down to the coast to Tin Can Bay, whe re we 
plan to pre pare for the tri p to Antarctica. 
We de cide d that we could not afford the 
time t o  sai l b ack to Adelaide be fore le avi ng 
for Hob ar t and the n s outh. Tin Can Bay has 
all the facilities that we wi ll nee d. 

The crew for the tri p south will consist of 
6 people; 2 experts and 4 Squadron members 
namely Tim Edki ns ( sk ipper), Peter 
Man thor p, Chook Smi th and myse lf .  

Thus far thi s tri p and proje ct has been 
pers onally funded and we have made 
various appli cations for fundi ng or 
s ponsor shi p for our expedition s out h. We 
are sti ll waiting for a pos i ti ve response to 
these applications and are planni ng on 
goi ng ahead i n  any case. Without outside 
s upport, fundi ng wi l l  be ve ry tight, so i f  
any o f  our fe llow Squadr on members fee l  
that they are i n  a positio n  t o  be of assistance, 
i t  would be most we lcome. Any one 
i nterested could co ntact either C hoc k Smith 
or Dave Hur ford. 

Restoration of our Library 
Some months ago Helen Forsyth of the House and Social Committee offered to 
assist in the restoration of the Squadron's library by covering the books in 
protective plastic. Although some 200 books have now been covered the re are 
still many more awaiting her attention. To help her complete the task, she would 
like all those books currently out on loan to be returned please. 

Whilst the exe rcise is taking longer than at 
firs t anti cipated, Helen is e nj oying her 
work. She has admit te d  that s he canno t 
resist readi ng the i ntere sti ng de dications 
addressed to family mem bers i n  the 1880's 
and 90's. Simi larly he r eye is frequently 
caught by photographs and charts of both 
far away places as well as those better 
k nown ones close to home. 

It is hope d that some of these valuable 
books wi ll be re bound at a late r  date . It i s  
sad to have them de te riorate as m ost are 
i rre placa ble. He le n's task now is to corn plete 
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her recovering project, and t o  hel p  categorize 
them s o  that mem be rs will fi nd the li brary 
a pleasant place i n  which to browse and 
borrow. 

She would be gr ateful i f  members co uld 
re turn any books that they have b orr owed 
s o  that the work can be com pleted as soon 
as possi ble .  Your assistance wi ll enable us 
all t o  e njoy t he end result of the m any 
hours that have and are ye t to be s pent on 
the re stor ati on of this very valuable club 
res our ce .  

Page 23 

--

- --- - - � ---·� -


