
The ]edda-Straats Singapore Collision ___ _ 

Peter Last 
It was over thirty years ago, and I hope that my 
recollection is accurate. If not, no doubt 
somebody will correct me. 

David Judell commissioned the l31ack Soo Jedda 
in 1961, and in 1968-9 sold her in order to move 
up to Sa111a11tlrn, a Duncanson 29. As mentioned 
in the article on the wreck of MV Yandra, Jedda 
was propelled under power by a Seagull long­
shaft outboard motor. When not in use it was 
heaved up the backstay and held with a rolling 
hitch. David showed the new owner how he did 
this after the sails were hoisted, because there 
was a trick involved. If by then the yacht was 
making reasonable speed, the outboard was 
forced firmly back on its bracket, and it could be 
impossible to lift it without first killing the way. 
This problem led to what was almost a tragedy. 

On a lovely Sunday, ideal for gentle sailing 
before the sea breeze freshened, the new owner 

took f eddn out for a sail. He had on board his son 
and his girl-friend, who went below to put on 
her bikini. Black Soos do not have head-room, so 
she was kneeling in an awkward posture when 
the crisis occurred. 

It was dead low water. fedda was more or less in 
the centre of the fairway, and the two men on 
deck were completely preoccupied with 
struggling to lift the outboard, no doubt with 
uncontrolled flapping sails and a swinging 
boom. Because of the state of the tide, the 
northern breakwater partially obscured their 
view of a freighter entering the River, nlthough 
the pilot on the bridge could clearly sec the 
yacht. He sounded a long blast on the siren, and 
then a series of urgent short blasts, which c<iught 
the attention of those working on our bo<its on 
the Squadron slip. One was Captain Preston 
('Pep') Manthorpe, at that time a Port Adelaide 
harbour pilot. He said at once, 'This is 
something very serious!' 

Enchantress, a Black Soo and sister ship to Jedda. After the death of Dr John Muirhead, Enchantress was lost 
by another owner on the breakwater nt North Haven. 
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Too late the owner of fedda saw the Strnnts 
Singapore bearing down on him. I do not know 
whether he tried to start the outboard engine or 
he was slow to gather way by hmiling on his 
sheets, but he could not escape. The bow of the 
iihip impaled fedda just <ibaft the stnrboard 
l'hnin-plates and pressed her on to her side 
bdore she filled with wator and s.111k. The 
young woman w.is h.w ing dHfiLully with the 
lull half or the bikini .llld 1-ilw prlll�t·d lo m<ike 
lwrst•lf dl'CL'nl lwf111'1' �1w �tt·11ggk•d out of the 
1 .1hl11 n1-1.1i11 .. 1 llw w.111•1· j)llt1ring in. I ler strong 
�l'l lHl' ul 1 1 1 t 1dl'�ly 11l11a1�L lll�l her life. 

J lt • 1 1 1  v J{y 1 1 1 t l l  i1111k �l'Vt'l'<ll of us (including Pep) 
1 11 1 1 1 1 1  N111ri1 r1, 1111d w1• Wl're nble to collect the 
J J , i .1p will 111 1d di1111ll'lll.'d sai lors to return them 
11 1  1111• "lql111ilm11. The S/mals Singapore canied 
ht11' w11y lo HOll1L'Where opposite Pelican Point. I 
w11•1 told th.1t �he ran aground there on the .right 
b,1111<. or tl1l' River, but if so she soon got off with 
,1 1 1�l11i-; l idc. jc•rlrln was on the bottom, so the Port 
'°"''" do�cd t·o <ill trnffic. 
'1111 prl-;ingly quickly fedda was got on to a cradle 
1111d h,uilcd out. The starboard side looked as 
1h1 111gh it hnd been gnawed by the Kraken, with 

a gaping space about eighteen inches wide and 
as deep. David Binks (who built her) restored 
her so well that you couldn't tell the damaged 
side from the other. I heard there were problems 
with insurance, and I don't know what 
eventually happened to fedda. 

The moral is obvious. In a confined space like the 
Port River, maintain a proper look-out at all times. 
1f those aboard ]edda had done so, they would 
have seen the approaching freighter over the top 
of the breakwater, with ample time to get clear. 

Somebody said to David, 'How lucky you were 
that you sold Jedda when you did and you 
weren't on board when the freighter sank her.' 

David's reply ca1mot be printed us he snid it, 
but it strongly conveyed the obvious rejoinder, 
that if he had been there the collision would not 
have occurred. 

The fedda-Stmats Singapore incident left a strong 
impression on me, and consequently f have h·ied 
always to maintain a good watch whenever I 
have been aboard a yacht in the Port River. Next 
time it may not end so well. l1!!J 
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