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Lauriana
Vessel Number:
HV000722

Date:
1938

Builder:
J Hayes & Sons

Designer:
AC Barber

Previous Owner:
Harold Arnott ,

Dimensions:
Vessel Dimensions: 21.03 m × 17.37 m × 4.95 m, 53.86 tonnes, 232.23 m² (69 ft × 57 ft × 16.25 ft, 53 tons, 2500 ft²)

Classification:
Vessels and fittings

gnificance
AURIANA is a large timber ketch built in 1938 in NSW. It was built by the well-known firm J Hayes and Sons at Careening Cove in Sydney to a design by AC Barber, one of the
ncipal naval architects of that period. It represents the excellent craftsmanship of the builder and is probably the largest pleasure yacht that they built. It also features a trademark AC
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arber canoe stern, a feature that contributes to its flowing lines and excellent performance. The owner was Harold Arnott one of the famous Arnott’s biscuits family, who were keen
ilors and strong supporters of the sport in Sydney for a number of decades. 

escriptionLAURIANA is just over 21m long, 4.95m wide and displaces about 53 tonnes. It was built as carvel planked hull and heavily framed, with a high teak superstructure, and a
ge motor. As such it fits the configuration of motor-sailer, but the launching report adds a confusing detail. It reports the vessel was built for game fishing, but there is no strong
idence it was used for this, the few reports of its sailing prior to the war are simple passages to Pittwater. It is possible the reporter confused it with another large craft being built for
e Arnott-s SHANGRI-LA (HV000474) which was a canoe sterned motor cruiser, and more likely to be a game fishing platform offshore. 

e war came soon after LAURIANA was launched and the Arnotts had only had a year’s use of the vessel. On 27 August 1941 it was commissioned by the Naval Auxiliary Patrol as
e of the many small craft hastily adapted to support the war effort. It was a powerful and fast vessel with its rigs taken out. Painted grey it carried the number 502. HMAS LAURIANA

sk involved patrolling Sydney Harbour and it was the first vessel to spot and attack one of the Japanese mini-submarines in the late May 1942 raid in Sydney Harbour. Although
armed HMAS LAURIANA earned its first entry in the war records by sighting the third midget M21 coming into Sydney Harbour on the night of May 31-June 1 1942, attempting to ram
and then bringing it under both ramming and depth charge attack by HMAS YANDRA and the Halvorsen cruiser in war service, SEA MIST.  

om there HMAS LAURIANA was one of the first NAP vessels to be moved north, making its passage via the US Navy PT base in Cairns. It served in the Papua New Guinea Pacific
eatre with distinction. HMAS LAURIANA’s gun shot two Japanese Zero fighters in one engagement, and it was credited with 1 ½ kills. Bullet holes from this encounter remain a featur
the hull. IN PNG it frequently carried the Naval-Officer-in Charge, Milne Bay on inspection tours and was referred to by Commander Branson RN as “the flagship pf the Royal Papua

avy”. General Douglas MacArthur used LAURIANA for an inspection tour as well. It was also present at the occupation landings in Wewak and Aitape. 

ter the war LAURIANA went into private ownership again, was re-rigged and found public attention when Vic Meyer operated the yacht as the radio relay vessel for a number of
ydney to Hobart yacht races in the 1950s and 60s. This was an important role, the CYCA who managed the race had quickly taken the role of safety very seriously and part of their
rangements was to provide an escort vessel and craft able to relay radio signals from the yachts to shore,. LAURIANA with its big engine, excellent accommodation and sturdy
nstruction was ideal. 

highlight for LAURIANA in 1954 was hosting the Queen and Prince Phillip aboard for a dinner during their coronation tour of Australia. 

later years it remained on Sydney Harbour as a pleasure craft with occasional plans to convert it to a charter boat. The current owner has had it for 20 years, and undertaken a
gnificant overhaul and restoration. The original planking, structure and superstructure remains in excellent condition, it has a new deck planking and has reverted to the cabin length
d hatch locations as originally built. The same wooden spars are there, but a modem fitout and sails compliment the original integrity. 

essel Details
allast:external 
abin or superstructure material and construction:timber planked 
urrent status:operational 
eck layout:cabinfull decked 
eck material and construction:timber planked 
ull material and construction:carveltimbercarvel-plankedtimber 
ull shape:canoe stern/double endedmonohulloverhanging stemround bottomDEmonohulloverhanging stemround bottom 
eel/centreboard/rudder type:full keelkeel hung rudder 
otor propulsion:auxiliary motordieselinboard 
opeller:single 
g type:ketch 
ail cloth:synthetic 
par material:timber
and propulsion/steering mechanism:wheel 
ips:ship:Byzantine ships:ships:wheelhouse 
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