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YACHTING AND SAILING

THE CENTENNIAL EEGATTA, 1RHH,

m.&ﬁ Y authorities have tried, and in all

cases without success, to name a

_ probabledate, or even period, when
yachting was first established. Some hold
that Chales 11, of England, and the Duke

of Richmond, as his col and oppo-
nent, were the first y . Ths is
absurd.

Those vessels, or rather the remains of
vessels, sometimes brought to light in ex.
eavating on the shores of the of
Norway, showing, as they unmistakably do,
the exquisite form and fashion of the craft
hq.tnl:l mi;}lslm days, eause to flit before the
mi res of many a hard-fought
for IIE- flag. It is Enrdlv m;&'ﬁ
qufqoe that the hardy Norsemen started
with good boats, nor isit difficult to imagine
them with their long benrds, sunburnt faces,
and horny hands ** hanging out on her boys ™
as the gallant whaler rushes seawards, scat-
tering the n and foam, and edging out
inch by inch from the wake of some other
vessel. How casy it is (in imagination) to

inmbaboard the rival's shin hane ca 1? ..
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yemsel.  FLOW EARY 1T 18 (in imagination) to
jumpabosrd the rival's ship, hang oneself on
%o his weather gunwale, notice the quick,
excited glances from the corners of the
skipper's eyea, and hear the muttered curse
B first vessel's stem gradually estab.
lishes & position on his wesather quarter |
Then follow the new-found friend to
E:ﬂ'; be may not be good company, but

will start & new boat to lick ** that thing ™'

the very next day.

Bo it was of yore, go it
always has been, and so it
will continue wherever can
be traced one drop of the
old bold blood. No matter
how many generations in.
tervene, there will be found
true love of ocean joys, and

the keen wpirit of rivalry snd com-
petition.  In such sources lies the secret
of the popularity of yschting and sailing.

No sooner had the pioneers of this now
great country surmo the bardships
and difficulties of ut:%mmt, than with
their first leisure came burning desire
for aquatic pursuits,

Without wading sediously th the
rise and of mh!ng in A
Hlibmlr. u 1 it to say, that thlﬂm
yachts, pfoperly so called, were im
from England, either in frame, and nﬂcﬁd
here, or complete. Then arrived men sble
and willing to build them here, without
outside help. Among the first yachta built
were the E'a ifa, Australian, and Alic—
the author will not venture to opine who
really is responsible for the design of them.
Authorities differ on the point. Anyhow,
they (taking Awstralian as a tvpe—
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they Eukmg Austraflian as & type—
the only one of them left) were a very
close approximation to the best forms
known to modern times. They are simply
the outcome of those two well.known geo.
metrical truths—a straight hne is the
shortest distance between two points, and a
cirele is the shortest line that will enclose
a given ares. Every croes section in the
Australian in a right-angled triangle, and
ﬂrnrly water line and diagonal, the are of a
circle, thereby bringing about this near ap.

roach to perfection, minimum of wet sur.
rke. maximum displacement to wet sur.
face, and above all, Earmony of parts. 8he
is almost & perfect vessel.

Then follows a period in our yachting
history lasting over about twenty-five years,
in which the tiuughh of our yacht.builders
appear to have been mainly aimed at an at.
tempt to create a new set of natural laws.
We find exerescences of every conceivable
form added, straight flat.sided keels, out.
ragecius dead-woods aft, and deep fore.feet,
to say nothing of all the foating power
being bunched up into ome place. The
Inst two or three years have, however,
brought us back once more to our gensgcs,
and instead of tu?'i to batter the water
into our way of thinking, we bave suc.
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cumbed to the dictates of natural laws, and
build accordingly.

TYPES UF DUR YACHTH,

A study of the diagrams, which show the
fore and aft view, and largest cross-section

BIBO{O,

of & number of our yachts, will illustriie

what has already been maid. The * old
beakic "' (though not 8 good class of hoat
to build, because you do not get enough'for
your money) hae three of the essential
elements of & successful bost—amall ‘skin,
big displacement relatively, and perféctly
ﬁn.dun approach and delivety, These are
¥ no means all the qualities” necessary to
win prizes, but they are amongst the most
important, and it will be seen that those of
our yachts which possess these qualities in
the most marked ee, are the most suc.-
ceasful all round. ke na an example fhe
Iolanthe and the Assagai. Will anyone die-
pute their ability to sail with success against
many boats about double their tonnage?
They have done it over and over again ;
they both possess to & very high degree the
qualities shown to be necossary to the de.
velopment of high speed.
. It may be well here to add that the most
important elements of success other than
those mentioned already, are, distribution
of weights, balance of canvas to hull, pgsi-
tion of centres of buoyancy to gravity, and
ﬁluod copper, These are perhaps the gost
flicult to srrive at. -It is one thi to
knu:h:h; g:lnanll pri.fl:rl'plc of a thing, but
another to develo e nice points leading
to perfection. = 3

=
-
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ME. A, (. MILBON,S
Viee-Commodore Boyal dney Yecht Bqusdron.

THE FPAART BEARON,

Looking back on the season, it must be
ndmitted that the small boats showed the
beat sport.  Especial interest was aroused
by the advent in the racing field of the
Tolanthe, built some four years ago by the
well.known * Billy Fife,”" of Fairlie, Scot.
land. She had been allowed to fossilize
as a cruiser till our popular yachtsman,
Mr. Murnin, bought l!:-lr and put up his
blue and black bars. (ireat was the specu-
lation ns to what she would do. No one
who had seen her dry could doubt her
ability to sail; but yacht.racing is purely
a matter of comparison, and her ability to
develop epeed equal to that of the .desegai
and Soo had yet to be determined.

The Double Bay Regntta hardly gave her
a chance of showing her capabilities. The
wind waa light nnﬁ her skipper and crew
had hardly shaken down to their places.
She did well nevertheless.

MAGIC,

8he won the first of the P.A's, but
showed her sbility most undeniably by
walking straight on end through the Sao,

Azeeani and Carina fram Toane Roof an
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WAIEINE BITAIENT ONn end Tnrough the Nao,
Aszegai and Carina from Long Reef up,
on November 12, in & hard W.S.W. breeze
and lumpy ses. Her sailing on that da
waa truly wonderful. She stood up to her
double-reefed mainsail like s ship.

In the Royals race, on December 8rd, she
even eclipsed her previous performance,
for from Manly to Fort Denison she
weather-bowed the Osathons during the
whole turn to windward.

December 10th saw this little ship to the
fore in a light breeze, when she beat the
Asseqai and Sao round & boat off Coogee,

She was sold sbout this time to Mr.
Maclardy, but the crew remained.

The i landed the prize-in a hard
breeze at the Centennial Regatta, although
the Jolanthe actually beat her. This grand
performance made the .dssegoi's owner
cause science to be brought to bear, with
the result that gradually the distances at
the finishes began to get smaller, and in a
series of matches got up privately at the
end of the season, the Assegai turned the
tables on the “little wonder," winning the
lnst race in the best possible style in a
breeze equally favorable to both.

he way in which the .dssegai has been
kept up to the mark is wur’th{[ of note.
she eame to Sydney from Melbourne,

she could not beat the ; then she was
improved snd held pride of place one
season. The Saoc improved e matters
very even. Then the Iolanthe uppingetha
pair necemsitated the last EIIF ing
got out of the Assegai. Beveral altera.
tions to keel, stern, step of mast, and so on,

were effected, each one doing a little towards
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NE. J. & FAIRFAX,
Commyodore of the Boyal Byidney Yacht Bjuadron,

DR, F. MILFORD,
Cimmiosdosre of the Prinee Alfesd Yacht Cluls,

perfecting her form, till at the finish she
wis tuned up to concert pitch and won the
h"&‘l;rim of her elass,

e Szo has not shaped up to her old
form thix season. Probably it will now
be conceded she is outmatched. Perha
she will not be ableto race again. On t
22nd of April she was run down off Bal-
main Point by the steamer Pearl, and sunk.
For a day or two she might have been
seen with her mast out of water, and the
burgee still flying.

The fine form of the Siroceo has been
matter of some surprise. Last year it
seemed as if her time had come, for on
more than one occasion she was ve
closely pressed by the 6-tonners. This
year, however, she has taken a turn and
eailed magnificently. In that hard breczo
outside with two reefs down she made good
weather and t speed. One of our pie-
tures shows her as she pranced through
the short flying rip churned up by t
8. 8. W. wind outside the heads on Nov.
12th last. Her magnificent mainsail may
have something to do with il, but her
superiority is erally attributed to the
oxcellence of Mr. Knox's sailing.

Great things were looked forward to
early in the season from the anticipated
matches between the Era and the Miranda
—ieep keel versus centre-bosrder—but
Mr. Want's bost meetine with ana or twn
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—urw ARUUL  YOITUR CELITE-DOAMASr—Dub
Mr. Want's boat meeting with one or two
accidents, and he being away from home a
greatdeal, prevented her being putinto racing
order. The Era was left to fight it out
with the Magie, Waitangi, nncf Mystral,
This quartet only met once, namely at the
Centenninl Regatta, when unfortunately
the two last named came to grief.

The Magic was ganme however. Bhe
seemed to die hard and took her knock
down blows time after time with the pluck
of a prizefighter, She has been invincible
so many years, and stored up so much
winning cnergy that despite her defeats she
cameto thescratch every time * fit aa a fiddle.’

The Era, built as she is expressly for
racing, with every modern appliance in the
way of getting eails set and shifted, and =

skipper and crew, is too much for
the Magic. The Ere has done some fine

sailing. Om the Centennial tta day —

she showed an extraordinary bit of staying
snd shooting. The Magic and Waitarg:
close together stayed under Milson's Point.
The Era to clear them put her helm down
under their lee quarters, and by the time
the sheets were fiat again she had the pair
anog in her wake.

BAD.

Aguin, in the Inst race she sailed, the Eea

proved that her reaching qualities wero

nothing inferior to her wonther.going
ability by leaving a marygin of 51! minutes
to the second boat on n short course of 92
miles, in which by the wind and off the wind
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was the order throughout; there was no
turning to windward all day.

The Waitangi was rigged in a hurey ; she
may or may not have beenin her last yenr's
trim, though she was well sailed. ~(Gear
gni:g to o somewhat nlarming extent, de-
cided Dr. Milford to go back to his own
love the Sae, and the Waitangi retired
without losing any of the prestige how-.
ever, for no one will suppose her new crew
had had her long enough ; getting a strange
veasel up to her best is not the work of two
races, but of many.

It does one's heart good to see the
Mystral again in racing commission, It is
a pity that her standing rigging was not
renewed in the first place, or instead of one
match, one might have seen her worrying
the Era in five or six contests,

The old Daphne in her new guise of yaw!
scored one second prize in fine style,” and
the Ruby ( Wairang) placed sne pot in her
locker against Lofos and Triteina in the
Prince ed Cruisers’ Race. With such
a fine fleet of yawls, prizes should be given
specially for thia elg.u. Altogether, wo
must regard the past sesson as & highly

ory one.

The wholesome start yachting has taken
of late showas every sign of continuing.
There is good prospect of several new ceaft
for next season, and with the improvements
shown in the yachts themselves tLEI‘E in little
or no doubt that Australin is about to come
to the fore in thisdirection, as she has in all
other kinds of sporta.

SMALL CEAFT.

Turning from the majestic and graceful
yacht to the uliﬂpm-y, uick-motioned, ex-
citement. giving half-deckers and open boats,
we find them legion. They are a wonderful
elasa of boats, and dugitﬂ their faults, we

of the boats them-
selves in the first place, and the amazing
skill which they are the means of imparting

to those who mail them, in the second.
n‘lii-hhh“ nf awva arvalabe ~F L.od.o S |
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50 thoseé who Bail them, in the second.
Quickness of eye, agility of body, and
strength of nerve, are necessary in the
highest degree ; and probably in no other
community are these essentials to good
sailors more fully developed than amongst
the small sailing {ﬂlﬁ featernity of Sydney
harbour. Bome of the rivers with {mv
tides, and short, choppy seas in England,
snd the v br skimming dish in
America, go far to ]:rnduce the hanging out
snd *into her"' style of sailing ; but Bydney

Note—"The liusirated Sydney News” b now Enlarged to 38 Pages, and the price Is reduced to 84,
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i Mok 8 | AT | Ml | W Pebingham | Fis | o Coplotanibod), ssaiad | | Mintral, Tolauthe, dsagal, Lotos, Tritonia | Prean 85E.
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7

boys do as much sailing of that kind in a
month as is done in other places in a year.
The author has a vivid recollection of his
first view of a dingey race in a hard breese.
In describing his sensations st the time he
wrote—“ The spectator sees sométhing

I

—
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OLD STTLR.

mq' which impresses him that a five.
tonner's eails have got adrift and taken a
jaunt on their own sccount, for as the
thing xpmhul.l ltllll bt {ht sails and
spars u t is abreast of
him, he beholds & boat just big emough to
seat and. float ber crew, with a boom twice
as long ss herself, gaff as long, rit
about the same, and mast asif all the other
spars were added together (such is the first
impression) tearing up the fosm snd water
II:“I.!'I.]}QIH;I s fo:'ifhi h sbove the
e and a ses uarters

fathoma wide ; it is gone, but “ it ;l-d 80
ewift, searce the eye could that such &
thing had been,” and he breat again, and
after ascertaining that he is awake and
sober, realises that it was a real boat, and
t l::{h H.'I;I:'; Sydney Amateur Canvas
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HME. E. M. DIETRICH,
Compodors of the Bydney Amateur Bailing Club,

could be obtained. With this in view the
tucks were also made much broader, and &

feet or 7 feet 6 inches were broad when the
C'ontingent went to Egypt.

to.day O feet are not considered too much
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Contingent went to Egypt. TELD =l s
Taking the little fellows first—i.c, the R _:L,_‘,;_—_j ot

canvassers, they have, sa they always e T Ee e Ak

do, shown great sport. It would be in. —_——

vidious to remark on their ormances,

because they are always sailed well, They
must, in fact, be handled within three-quar-

ters of an inch of ion, because that
is about all there is between sailing and &
capsise.

Probably, most = in out of
what is n::;r known P:ﬂ" hurg';t skurry "’
racing ; it has been no uncommon thing to
see 8 dozen craft come to the line on the
days appointed for them, and it is & note.
worth that one of the oldest identi-
ties, the Ssa Breese, has walked off with
three first prizes. That old craft gets to
windward now with the best of them in »
hard breeze.

The Roseits comes to the seratch taunt
and trim, and is never very farout. Ins
sea-going match not long ago, she showed
some wonderful power of moving.

The Genests was & success from the
first, and maintaine her prestige. The
Nerews also has plucked up this sesson and
landed three very I'p.raﬁﬁ prizes. The
Cynthia, a new boat, is well in the van of
prize-winners.

The Itomia is a subject of lﬁ)euu.lniion.
She has shown some very tall going at
times, though her P‘I‘ilﬂ list in limited ; in
her present owners' hands great things may
be looked for they say.

The Triten still holds her own.

The Feruna, n new 22 footer, has proved
herself exceptionally able when the
“ stormy wim do blow,” landing s fine pot
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GTINEVERE AND TRITON,

on the Centennial day, and another in an oyt-
side match. Outside sailing, by the wa
!!I:nulld bnanmuugudfor . The n:!un{ﬁu‘ll

uck necessary it amongst our saili
Em, and a little hard ﬂ';% ing with lﬁlg
elements cannot fail to produece good re.
sulta.

The Our Boys must not be for , for
though a little ship, she is the only racer.in
tlu“glrbuur with an unbroken season's

Note.—* The lllustraied Sydney Newn™ I mow Enlarged (o 30 Pages, and the price s reduced to 84,
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Dwey (FROM A PEOTOORAFE).
record ; she has won race she entered
and when one sees uniformity of
z:hhrd-.hh truly a great per.

i y, the racing am
ﬁmﬂlhgmwﬂhmtmnm;m
have been no run-away matches, but on
oceasion every boat started with s
Eﬁhu!wthu.rhuhing no
-Iuﬂntpriu wiriners on
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I¥ THE DITCH.
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