
dearlife.Laterhelo§thisholdandwassweptalongthedeckandhurled
intothewell,badlytearingtheligamentsinhisleftknee.

At 5 a.in. the Mars was beginning to break up under the merciless
pounding  of the  sea.  Mr.  Jelinek,  Mr. Kolega,  and  Mr.  Iwasczuk,  (`Big
Stan')  each  cut  a  four  gallon  drum  from  the  shark  lines,  to  use  as
lifebuoys.Theyalsogotacoupleofsuitcasesfromtheforwardcabin,tied
apieceofropetothemandthrewthemoverboard.Theythenabandoned
shipandswamfortheshore,draggingthesuitcasesbchindthem.Aftera
terriblebattlethroughtheboilingsurf,theyfinallyreachedthesafetyof
the shore.

Whentheyreachedthebeachtheystartedscalingthe450footcliffs,
to  seek  assistance  from  the  lighthouse  keepers  at  Cape  du  Couedic
Lighthouse.  Mr.  Kolega  led  the  way  with  Mr.  Jelinck  being  assisted,
becauseofhisinjuredknee,by`BigStan'followingupattherear.

At  7  a.in.  they had  nearly  reached the  top  of the  cliffs, but were
stoppedbyasheerrockwall,andhadtolookforanotherpathtothetop.
Mr.Kolegascouredforanotherpath,andfinallyreachedthetop,while
`BigStan'stayedwithMr.Jelineck.HeheadedfortheCapeduCouedic

Lighthouse,wherehereportedthewreckoftheMarstotheheadkeeper,
Mr. A. W. L. Bishop.

Returningtothecliffsabovethesceneofthewreck,Mr.Bishopand
Mr.Kolegaloweredaropetothetwocrewmentrappedontheledge,and
pulledthemtothetop.Mr.Jelinekwasplacedonastretcherandtakento
the  lighthouse,  where  a  makeshift  set  of  clothes  was  given  to  the
shipwrecked men by Mr. Bishop.

AphonecallwasmadetoMr.GeorgeLonzar,theRangeratFlinders
ChaseNationalPark,andheimmediatelyproceededtothelighthouseto
convey the injured Mr. Jelinek to the Kingscote Hospital in his station
Wagon.

Following  a  message  from  the  Harbour  Board,  at  Port  Lincoln,
ColonelA.C.L.DredgebrokethenewsofthewreckoftheM%toMr.
`Bert'WilsononSundaymorning.Mr.Wilson'sfirstconcernwasforthe

safety of the crew.
Mr.Kolegastayedatthelighthousefortwodays,salvaginggearthat

hadwashedashore,andcametoKingscoteonMonday.OnTuesday23rd
the three  shipwrecked men  returned to Adelaide by  aircraft, and  Mi..
Jelinek flew on to Port Lincoln, where he was admitted to hospital for
treatment on his injured leg.

Mr.JerryJelineckwaslostatseaon7thFebruary1963,whenthetum
vessel  Sfflada was  lost.  Mr.  Mflo  Kolega  was  lost  overboard  from  th.`
S%sa" and drowned near Memory Cove, on  15th January 1965. Mr.
Stanlwasczuk(`BigStan')wentontoowntherocklobstervesselPeJor"
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IAGIC

The Mng!.c was designed and built by Mr. W. Longford of Berry's Bay
Sydney in 1874, for Mr. Alfred Fairfax, who was a cousin of Mr. James R.
Fairfax, son of the founder of the Sydney Morning Herald. She was 48.2
feet long,11.8 feet beam, and 9.0 feet depth. Mngl.c was double planked
with gunmetal fastenings.

Magr.c made  her  maiden  appearance  on  26th  January  1875,  at  the
Anniversary Day Regatta on Sydney Harbour. The only other entrants for
the race were M..#sfroJ and AJfck. Mag!.c won her first race by three and a
half minutes. From 1875 to 1886 she entered in twenty one races, winning
fifteen,  with  five  seconds,  and  only  once  being  unplaced.  During  her
racing career on Sydney Harbour, Magr.c had numerous owners, the first
being Alfred Fairfax. In  1880 she was bought by James Fairfax, who, in
1891 sold her to Dr. J. F. Elliott, and he in turn to Mr. A. C. Sexton.

Mrs. Ruth Sheridan

The Magz.c in fLill sail on Sydney Harbour
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In 1894 Mng!.c was bought by Mr. William Russell of Port Adelaide, and
he rectstered her number ON10l 119. The fouowing year a syndicate was
formed  and  the  new  owners  were  Messrs.  Russell,  Wald,  Osborne,
Cruickshank,  and  Woolnough,  but  by  1898  three  of  the  partners  had
dropped out leaving Messrs. Russeu and Wald as owners, and later only Mr.
William Russell. In 1921 the Magr.c was sold to Mr. Stan Sheridan ofwestem
River, Kangaroo Island, and he converted her for fishing. He stripped her of
the lavish fittings and built a wet well in her. He used the cutter for general
fishing, and the occasional sealing expedition to the Neptune Islands.

Over the years the Magr.c was owned by numerous South Australian
fishermen, in  1923  by Mr. J.  G.  Larsen  and others, in  1928 by Mr. Alf
Sheridan, who installed an oil engine, 1934 by Mr. E. E. Thorpe, in 1941
by Mr. F. G. Hicks, in 1946 by Mr. Johnny Mallinson and Mr. V. A. Bristow,
and the last owner was Mr. Nigel Buick of Kingscote.

Harry MCDowell
The fishing cutter Magz.c anchored at Althorpe Island

After a successful shark fishing trip off the western end of Kangaroo
Island, the Magz.c with the owner-skipper Mr. Nigel Buick, and crewmen Mr.
D.Ryan,Mr.NChristiansen,andMr.K.Chapmanonboard,leftWestBayoii
Thursdaymoming,3rdAprfu,forKingscotewithfivetonsofsharkonboartl.

On Thursday evening, when abreast of Western River, the engine w{i*
accelerated and the sails were set so as to make Kingscote by early Friday
morning. It was a calm night with a light southeast wind, and fresh gully
winds blowing off the shore.

At 11 p.in. on Thursday, 3rd April 1958, while the three crewmembem
were asleep, Mr. Buick noticed steam coming from the engine room. All
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sails were set, and Mr.  Buick went below to  investigate. The wind was
blowing along the coast, drawing past Cape Cassini, and the updraught
from the high cliffs drawing up the gully, caused the staysail, which was
tiedontheleeside,tobackwind,forcingtheheadoftheMagr.ctowards
the shore. While the crew were asleep, and Mr. Buick was attending the
engine, at 11.15 p.in. the Mfl!gI.c was on the rocks.

The  crew were  immediately woken  up  by  the  cutter  striking,  and
quickly  came  on  deck.  The  sails  were  at  once  lowered  and  a  quick
inspectionofthevesselwasmade.Findingshewasnotholedorsprung,
andnottakingonwater,anattempttogetheroffwasstarted.Thedinghy
that was on deck was lowered and two anchors and chain were taken out
about50yardsasternanddropped.Theenginewasstartedandputinto
reversegearandtheanchorchainpulledtightbythevessel'sdeckwinch,
but she would not move. The Magr.c was wedged between two boulders,
andwithintwohoursshewasholedontheportsideandtakinginwater.

It was decided to walk to Stokes Bay, a distance of about seven miles,
to obtain help. On leaving the Magr.c a high cliff had to be climbed. Mr.
Buick  slipped  down  the  cliff  face,  badly  staking  his  right  leg,  thus
hinderingtheirprogress.At4o'clockonFridaymorningtheyarrivedat
afarmhouseownedbyMr.RegLathamatStokesBay,whereatelephone
calltoMr.HerbBuickwasmaderequestinghelp.

Mr. Herb Buick drove to Emu Bay, and got in touch with Mr. Clive
Menesdorf, who owned the 43 foot fishing cutter Jcaffle#e S and at 4.30
a.in.theywereontheirwaytoCapeCassiniaboardtheJcoffletteS.They
arrived at 5.30 a.in. and anchored about loo yards from the Magr.c, that
was showing signs of breaking up.

TheMagl.cbeingsmashedtopiecesatCapeCassini,3rdApril1958 Les Colder



A dinghy was lowered, and the task of ferrying the five ton of shark to
theJca#e#eSwasbegun.At1.15p.in.onFridaythetaskwasfinished,and
Mr. Menesdorf on the Jea#erfe S headed for Port Adelaide. The wind was
strengthening  from  the  northwest  so  he  decided  to  make  for Victor
Harbor. The wind then swung to the southwest and a course was then set
for Port Adelaide. By the time he reached there the shark was unsaleable,
and a complete loss.

MeanwhilethecrewhadreturnedtotheMflgr.candhadbegunthejob
of salvaging the sails, anchors, shark lines, the mast, and anything else
they thought valuable. By the afternoon a strong southwest change had
comeinaccompaniedbyanincreasingswell,andbytheendofthedaythe
Magz.c was smashed to matchwood.

Wreckage of the Magz.f washing ashore at Cape Cassini

182        KANGAROO   ISLANI)   SHIPWRECKS

I.es Golder

C00KABURRA

TheJaso%wasbuiltatMilang,SouthAustralia,in1930byM.J.Ross,and
was32.0feetlong,10.0feetbeam,and35feetdraught,andpoweredbya
6cylinderMorrisCommanderpetrol/keroengine.Afterbeingusedfora
numberofyearsonLakeAlexandrina,in1946§hewasboughtbyMr.Jack
Waters of Kingscote, and was brought through the mouth of the River
MurraybyMr.JackStewartandMr.ArthurSweetman.Mr.Watersowned
her for a short time and sold her to the owner of the Ozone Hotel at
Kingscoteforuseasapleasureandfishingboatfortour.

TheJaso# (foreground) at the Kingscote sailing Regatta in ]948      J°hn chok

In1960,theJasorewasacquiredbyPercyandEricCookofKingscote,after
``he had been lying on the foreshore at Kingscote for some time. Extensive
iilterationswerecarriedoutonthevessel,andshewasre-namedCoofa0%mfl.
TheCookbrothersusedherforfishingforwhitingandsnapper,maiulyalong
thenorthcoastofrangaroolslandandinNepeanBay.

On  18th May 1962, the Coofab%rrfl was moored at Emu Bay on the
liorthcoastofKangaroolsland.Duringthenightagaleblewinfromthe
liorthwest, and gradually swung to the north. with mountainous seas
runningtheCoohab#rrflbegandragginghermooring.

At 7 a.in. on 19th May, Mr. Percy Cook received a telephone call
l`romMr.CliveBeckmanofEmuBay,informinghimthattheCoofab%mfl


