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She ran gauntlet of the Rip

IN STRAIT

By JOHN LLEWELLYN
FO

UR armed police and six fisher-

men volunteers boarded a “ghost
ship” in wind-swept Bass Strait yester-
day afternoon.

The vessel, the £40,000 diesel luxury |
yacht Watgania, was tossing deserted off

Cape Schanck after an eerie 20-mile voyage |
through the boiling Rip, post jogged Corsair |

Rock, and inte Bass Strait WITHOUTi
HUMAN AID. |
| Photographer  Kelth!|ishing fromi her Portsea
Brown and 1 jolpned moorings overnizht, and:

| @ HWeading around into the
hoiling Rip.

® sweeplng past the wrecked

police as they leapl on
to the yacht from the

| swaying shark - hoat| freighter Time, on the
'Florence D, ready to jagged Corsair Rock.
grapple with a “gang of @ Rounding

nautical joy-riders.” Nepean,

Instead we found a
second “Marie Celeste.”

power, she was heading to-
wards Tasmanla after van-|

lishing  from  her Portses sitelen, called on Flinders

| Folice, convinced she was
Naval Bass for & enrveita ar

National Library of Australia

POLICE CHASE
“GHOST SHIP”

® Sailing for more than 15
miles pasi the pounding surf

on the Porisea-Sorrentio |

The vyacht., owned by |back beaches.

wealthy pastoralist, Mr, H.-;N

Barr-8mith, was completely | | oavv

|rle:.ertr'd. and showed nnl! was

(elgnis of anyone having been | | -

aloared, -ﬂ'ﬂllﬂd n
Unmanted and 1.1-11[1m11|

'|u.lnll!11. calied on Flinders

Naval Base for a corvette or

| fasl cutter (o Intercepl her,

'but decided laler o use g

| (*harkboal tn save sleaming

iiilll.lnhu“ from Westernport
ay.

Melbourne

radio alerted

rugged Point| shipplng te watch for the
craft

The mystery of her break-
away from Portsea was
'solved when the boarding
-|pnrt:|.- hauled up the trailin

imooring chain—and fou
the boitom link missing.

|+ Captaln Anderson  said: |
| “The  zhackle probablv
iparted somewhere about

‘midnlehl—and the ebb tide

iw!th an offshore set did the
rest."
-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article71694692



