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The newly launched racing yacht Miranda won 
both the inaugural races for the Kintore and 
MLA cups. She was owned by Mr Allen Martin 
and Mr Edward Farrow. They sold her to Dr AW 
Hill, Captain of the Port Adelaide Sailing Club, 
who in turn sold her to Frank Haselgrove. In 

ovember 1922 she was maliciously sel on fire 
and was totally destroyed. She was not insured. 

I do not know how Mr Martin and Mr Farrow 
sorted out who should have the MLA Cup, and 
I know nothing more of Mr Farrow beyond 
that in 1891 he briefly succeeded William 
Russell as measurer and he was elected to the 
committee. 

Allen Martin had an interesting career. He was 
born at Bosham near Chichester in Sussex in 
1844, the son of a master mariner engaged in the 
English coastal trade. He received his 
preliminary education at a local church school, 
after which he entered the Royal Navy School, 
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Shoun was a cutter 23.17 fl LWL, .111d with 
821.6 sq ft of sail she rnted '.\. 1 7  lon<>. I do 
not know who built hl.'r or wlwn. Mr Er 
Belt sold her lo M r )  Crowllwr, whn hacl an 
unforluni\le e.xpcri\.'nc\.'. '/ /i1• H1•gi�t1•r 

rcportl•d: 'Mr J Crowllwr'" �/1111111 s1ink 11l  
Outer I l.1rlwr 011 ('hl'iflll1111'< 1 1111hl I l9()'ij, 
ufler c11llidl 1 1g with 11 llghh•1 h 1 w 1•d hy the 
lug Wn!i>. 1 hl'll' w.1� 1 111  pr1•111111il l11111 1y lo 
Mr Cmwllwr or h111 l\1 ' ' 1  n1111 11111h111" 'i/H11111 
Wit'> found \\Jlh d1 l l l 1 1 1 1 11- 1111d 1111  I'd but il 
will co�l ,, bi� •;1 1 1 1 1  l 1 1  11 p11ll h1•1 ( I  he 
lowest lemfL•1 W t l �  "1 1 ld h i  111' { 12• 1)  
Litignlion w.1•1 1 1 11 1 1 1111• 1 1 L 1  d l i11  1 t111, 11nd 
judgmenl w.11< t 1•1w1  il'd I l l  111111 1111 y "i/11111n, 
Wato and llw llf.llt li•1 � w1•11• 1111 1 1 1  1.11 1 1 !  rind 
Silo1111's ownt•r ,..,,,111 1 1\-\11 1 1h d 1 Ill HI I I he 
yacht wi\� valu1•d ,11 I 1111 �II l 111" tlwt •mid 
the hull lo Pkkh,111•1 t lu •  l•n1t h111hh•1 1111d 
promptly lefl tor I 1111lt1111I 

AG Rymi//'s AA1•td1 of ' h111111  1111.t \'1<'1' 
Co1mnodor<! er /Ml 

Greenwich, where lw h1•1 o 1 1 1 1"  ,, J'llj111 l1w lw1; 
and obtained a tcaclwr',., 11•1 l l l h  . 11i1 111 th1• •' l�V of 
17. He then decided 1 1 1  JI• ' 1 1 1  10•.i 1t1 1tl. 1 1 l lcr 
shipping as an apprcnl llt', 1 1 1'"' 1 1 1 tlw 1111�1 lh1 1 1  of 
mate of the Dnrt111011//1, wlmh 111• lt• l l  111 i.,}dncy 
in 1867, after six year" ,11 't'.I Al1t• 1  l11llt1 111 l11 llnd 
gold at Gympie, he w11rJ..l'd 111� IV•I\ 111 1 1 11d to 
Port Adelaide in the Covt•rnnwnt \ t'''l'l I /md1•1's, 
a brigantine, where he ;irriwd on 12 /\ugu'l 
1869. (The South Austruliun Y.11.hl l lub w.1s 
founded on 5 November in t-hi1t y1•.H,) 

Work was hard to find, l'V1'11 'with 11 m11te's 
certificate in one pocket um! n l1•,1d ll'r'i; U.'I l lflr.1le 
in the other.' Having bt'l'll 1 1 1 1�lll l l'�"ful in 
obtaining an entry into tlw milling tr.1cll', on ·12 
April 1870, Mr Ma1fo1 opl·1wd lhl· l'orl /\dd.1ide 
Grammar School. It w;i, an imnlL'dintc l>UCCt.'l>'>, 
and within 12 months <1llc11dn11cc wns nver,1ging 
80 per day. The school wn� taken over by the 
Government in 1876, nnd Mr Martin continued 
as headmaster until he was appointed a n  
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Miranda raci11g, tnkw after Dr l-lill s/1orte1wd the spnrs and installed an e11.gi11e. Sire wns built by Frnse
.
r of 

Birkenhead in 1890 for Mr Allen Marlin and Mr Edward Farrow and rated 63/4 tons. The 011/y d1111e11s1011s 
recorded were LWL 27.5 ft and sail art>ns of 1338.75 sq ft, 1242.5 sq ft 1111d 1174.5 sq ft, the last bei11g qualified, 
'fibhended topsail & spi1111nker boo111 1101 to exceed 23 ft 3 in.' She had a very successful racing career, and seems 
to have been cock-of-tire-walk 1111/i/ Alexa was lniwciled i11 1892, being a muclr larger and more powerful vessel. 
(Don Haselgrotte) 

Rear Commodore Allen Martin. 
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inspector of schools in 1900. By then there were 
1,500 scholars on the roll with 22 assistant 
teachers. In 1882 he established what was 
probnbly Adelaide's first technical school, with 
woodturning and printing, but the government 
surrendered to union pressure and it was 
closed. He retired in 1915 and died in 1924, 
leaving his widow, five sons and seven 
daughters. Perhaps one of their descend;ints 
has disposed of the old trophy. 

The vendor currently values the MLA cup at 
$5,250. The question is whether the Squadron 
should have ;i whip-around to buy il. If we did, 
what will we do with it beyond adding it to a lot 
of similar old trophies, when no persuasion ha-; 
succeeded in having successive commillees 
arrange to have them competed for? 

PS There are good prospects of obtaining a 
second trophy cabinet in the Dining Room, to 
allow better display of our trophies and perhaps 
our valuable old books. 
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