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"WE .ROAREDI DOWN THE SEAS LIKE :ﬁ__Sl!RZF BO;AT"
Skipper's story of Nerida's win

{8y coLIN HasELGROVE ({

N Christmas morning, the day before the

Sydney-Hobart yacht race started, we

took the Nerida on a “shake-down” sail to
Broken Bay, 15 miles north of Sydne y.

MALLED wUp LIIE WERLTL

We ran down Svdney tanks and aut.enmi the racing
Harbor in a most spectacular flag permanently at the main-

fashion, rehearsing what we

would do next day if the
hard southerly wind continued.

As we neared the Heads we
found a very heavy sea run-
ning, and as we ened sheets
and felt the full force of the
wind and sea, the starboard
highfield lever on the runners
crumpled llke a squashed jam
tin. We held our breaths for
an Instant waiting for the mast
to go over the side.

But It stood up, so the crew
jumped to the sheets and
smartly put the ship on the
other tack, thus placing the
strain on the sound runners.

We ran back to Watson Bay
feeling rather panicky and
wondering how to let repairs

done in a strange city on
Christmas Day.

After a hasty conference, we
started the diesel and went to
Halvorsen's slip in Neutral Bay,
where we found Trygue and
Munu.u Halvorsen put the

ishing touches to their
u!ul little yacht Solveig.

The Halvorsens put the re-
pairs in hand, and their head
mechanic  worked through
thiméintﬁa dinner u;&elditnl_f
stiffen pleces ro e
runner levers. They would not
?]c?ept any payment for their

elp.

Boxing Day dawned cool and
cloudy with the southerly
breeze of the previpus day
blowing harder than ever.

After p;pinz up the water
tanks and fastening the racing
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Here for the first time is the full story of how the South
Australian ’-wl Nerida wam the Sydney-Hobart yacht race. It was
written exclusively for “The Mail” by the yacht's captain, Colin
Haselgrove.

®  Haselgrove is now sailing the MNerida from Tasmania back
to Outer Harbor. He hopes to arrive next week-end.

mast head, we took anti-seasick
tablets all round and ur. down
to awalt the starting time

The race was due to start at
11 am. At 1045 am we left
the moorings In Rose Bay and
salled to and fro in uble
Bay looking over our competi-
Lors.

And very formidable some of
them were, particularly Guy
Rex's sleek sloop Mistral V.,
salled by veteran Jock Hulr.
and the vawl Margaret Rin
toul with new mainmast and I
sall locker crammed to over-
flowing with big extras and
hard-weather sails for all oc-
She was skippered

Queen.
handicaps of many
both thue yachts, but mr of a
du-n nr.ht.l could us
mndmmu

which made I“‘ du?:c".-m :
5 U=

the boats
runnl.n; for

e about third across
the line, and Mistral V. quickly
took the lead, followed by Sol-

veig and the b!g Schoctiee Mis

tral II. Then came Nerida,
Kintail, and Fortuna in a close
bunch. Beevogel was lufing
Fortuna until we were put in
danger of a foul either with
Fortuna or Mistral II., which
was close on our weather bow.

But we all aged to keep
clear and we Eumr widened
our una and Kin-
tall as m.- neared the Huds

Mast of the yachts were car
rﬂr:g spinnakers, but we Imd

ed not to do so. The wis-
dom of the decision became &

ruarant whan s cacsce mba e
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dom ol the decision became :R;
parent when we came into
wind and shot ahead of Kin-
tll'.!l]il Mistral II., and Fortuna
while

they were cluri.nt u
their i

Uutsﬂe thig Hends there was

& very heavy sea and a lot of
wind. We shortened sall, tak-
Ing the mizzen off, We settled
down to a hard slog to wind-

ward which was to continue Inr
the next two and a half days.
The fleet out

opened
V. going to wind-
aret Rintoul
hot pursuit

Little Solvelg amazed us,
carrying on with full mthu
salls, and it took us many
hours o pass her and drop
her astern,

At nightiall en December 26,

11., Wayfarer,
and Bolvelg, on a pre-asr
radio schedule, but only
u# replied.
e alterwards learned Mis-
l.rnIII ludum-ruwdnwn
main haich, flooding the
min switchboard and blowing
all the fuses.

‘ﬂuullulumﬂn.
luu"l!nriui ﬁ
%..

“Mm'&:‘“'

luln (T
michi w lake 10 davs insiead
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mrNE wWF “I.lmll-—'l'l-
m. taks m
of the usual Hve. i

We had a fuir dew of Lhe
of our chiel ovpponents
'n‘.ll ( ocenslonal radiv re-
ports they mansged o give Jt
grestly W the ilerest

race
ll. lmtm uh Devember 28 our
wlved pluul-mm

wisr milles vasl

d’% lluhru 0L mitles lut
W, Misissl 1] s
i-easl uf Monlagus

Island, Beevogel 20 miles This showed Euh'ei' was

ud Mon ; Hurepum counting on s change of wind
lll& or other to the eastward and was com-
pnlltion II miles mitted to offshore course,

mmmudvehwu short board along the coast.
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« TWERI WALKE Pulil g

short board along the coast.

adopted the middle
working to and fro

course of
across the rhumb line, that is,
the direct line from Sydney to

At 2 am. on December
. We were able to set our big
parn.chute and mizsen stay-

‘I'Iun we really began “gol
" For the next 24 gul:-i
he speed Indicater flickered
between seven and 10 knois
gl big Wiy
aces n
Bﬂ::l.mtu reported .
Tuns
of more than 200 miles on this

log read-

E

20 miles after they had
logged 208 miles for 24 hours.
At 10 am, on December 29,
. showing signs i.’lll\m'al;i!r1L
were of strain
imposed by the 1400 uare
feet of sail we had been setting
on them in the 30 to 35-mph.

lH took off the big spin-
naker and set the small one
We ran for a short time um:}
an
to shake out the

4!

the winch handle violently into
the air., It struck my right
knee, put me out of action as
ny for'ard work was

for the rest of the

'!"hc spinnaker went over-
the boom

SSrLgte ook o

Bul we got the sall aboard
ithout -:E_hlllt

i — A-L-..— e o

i!
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I'M w It.

{ ﬁ.“h‘ mwﬁ bech

By 8 am. on December 30
mlﬂ“hu petered
& southerly change

WS y close
By this time we had slghted
T ooust, dentified
position as 16 miles south-
of BL. Patrick's Head Junst
# am the change hit

8 viclent squal] which
us mbuck with full sul

i§§§i§i

vuiiffusion, we
duwn with a
TR mid

...m:‘..:-

working stapysall
Cuntinged vn Pave 9)
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