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S. A. Yachtsmen In

Big Ocean Race
MONTHS

of prepara-

<*>tion over, new sails

have arrived from England,

spare gear and provisions
have been stowed and 16 of

the State's keenest yachts
men are eagerly awaiting
Australia's ocean racing
classic, the Sydney-Hobart
race.

South Australian yachtsmen

this year will compete for the
first time in this race. Among

the starters on Boxing Day will
be Mr. Wesley Harris's Seevogel
and the 45 ft. yawl Nerida,

owned by Mr. C. P. Haselgrove.

vice-commodore of the Royal'

SA Yacht Squadron.
Both Nerida and Seevogel will

sail from Outer Harbor within
the next week, arriving in Syd

ney about three weeks later.
It is expected that the 3,000
-mile trip—to Sydney, the race

and the homeward voyage—will
take nearly two months.

With two or three exceptions,
members of the SA racing crews

will fly to Sydney a few days
before the race.

So great is the interest in the
event that it has taken its place

among the world's longest and
:

most important yachting con

tests. To date, more than 30 of
ttie country's finest seagoing
yachts, from all States except
WA, have entered for the 650
-miles' race, which is a few miles

longer than America's famous

Bermuda race.

Last season the third Sydney-
Hobart race was won by Tas
tnanian George Gibson's 36 ?

cutter Westward. ? Hrst home,
after a gruelling five days and
three hours, was the 65 ft. Syd
ney cutter Morna, which two

years ago established a course

record of 122 hours 53 mm. 33

sec.

A gale off Hobart carried
sails away and damaged equip

ment, while waves more thin
20 feet high washed over the

boats, leaving crews up to their
waists in water.

with 28 contestants last
year, the event has already set

a new record for any major
race with all-British partici

pants.
Seevogel, a 48 ft. Bermudan

rigged cutter, was the Royal
Yacht Squadron's most success-
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ful A class boat last season.

Sailing is no new experience
for skip&er Wesley Harris, a

Nuriootpa dentist. . He began
his yachting career when quite
young in ketches and herring
boats off the rugged coast of
Cornwall.

Mr. Harris came to Australia

in 1924, and until 1938, when

veteran boatbuilder Peter Clau
sen built Seevogel, he owned a

30-ft. motor-sailer. Built to

English designs, Seevogel is a

sturdy, admirably seaworthy
craft of 24 tons displacement.

An auxiliary marine engine will
drive her at eight knots.

Seevogel's crew have over

looked none of the many tasks
in preparing the cutter for the

blue water classic.
At the Outer Harbor mooring

basin recently I found the mate
high above the freshly-painted
hull inspecting rigging—much
of it stainless steel to prevent
weathering.

One or his chief concerns was

the 68-ft. mast, which must

support anything up to 2,000 sq.
ft of canvas.

To provide shelter for the

crew in boisterous weather

Wesley Harris has constructed
a dog-house over the for'ard

part of the spacious cockpit.
Another addition is a specially
constructed compartment, com

plete with instrument and
chart racks, where two former
RAN navigators will plot See-

vogel's course during the voy

age.
Going "below," one cannot

help but feel impressed by an

all-stainless steel galley (which

would make any housewife en

vious), complete with two

burner rock gas stove. Also
a luxury for most boats of See

vogel's dimensions is an electric

pump for supplying a 10-gallon
overhead tank with water from

the main bilge tanks—a system
which distributes water
throughout the yacht.

Cooking for the racing crew

of nine will be no small task.

but 48-year-old Bob Freeman,
who has "signed on" as full
time cook, is confident he can

provide three hot meals daily in
almost any weather. The stove

is set in gimbals, enabling it to

be used in the worst conditions

"We plan to have fresh food

wherever passible, but I have a

good stock of iron rations on

hand in case of emergency."
said Bob.

Emergency equipment will

include a sea anchor of heaiy
; flax, signal flares and lifebelts
with self-lighting flares which
operate on contact with the
water.

The remainder of Seevogel'i,.
racing crew are Messrs. Yen
Wigan (mate), who is one of

the State's finest helmsmen
,
Kenneth McLaren and lan
Harris (navigators), John

'. Gordon, John Muirhead.
Harcourt Doherty, and 23-year

:

old Tom Hardy, youngest mem

ber of the party. Lan Harris.
Muirhead and Hardy are boat

]
owners.

! Wesley Harris gained valuable
knowledge of the eastern coast ,

of Tasmania during a cruise to

:

Hobart—one of the longest
?

made by aSA yacht—in See
i
vogel two years ago. The cut

? ter was forced to take shelter

?

three times during the
trip, 1

once, when caught in a terrific
j

;
Ode rip in Bass Strait off the'

, north-east corner of Tasmania
. Later, on the way to Water
house Island, the mainsail blew '

i

out in a gale.

i * ;
1 A long distance race requires
, constant attention to the work- '

ing of the boat, repeated sail
.
changes without delay and com

[ plete co-operation from the
? crew. Always there is a need

.
for untiring tenacity, drive and '

forceful sailing in conditions !

ranging from gales to flat calms. '

Although a number will use
:

two-way radio sets, both SA

Sydney-Hobart contestants plan ,

to rely on wireless receivers

only to pick up weather fore- .

casts issued during the race. ]
Nerida's entry in the race will

have a special interest for then

many Australians who knew the I

late Mr. Thomas Hardy, noted
vigneron. and one of South
Australia's best-known yachts
men. Mr. Hardy, fattier of

"young Tom, was killed in the
Kyeema air crash in 1938.

Primarily a racing cruiser.
Nerida was built for Mr. Hardy
by R. T. Searle & Son at Blr

kenhead in 1932. On several
occasions she has won the
coveted Plympton Cup in Hold
fast Bay regattas and has sailed

consistently in Kangaroo Island
and Orontes Cup races. Mr.
Haselgrove bought her two

years ago.

"I've always wanted to go on
a long cruise," Nerida's skipper
said when asked why he decided
to make the trip.

Recent conversion from gaff
rigged cutter to Bermudan yawl
(her new mainmast is 60 ft.

overall) and from tiller to wheel

steering have made Nerida
easier to handle and have im

proved considerably her sailing
qualities.

*
Mr. Haselgrove can account

for a colorful yachting career

dating back to 1910. He first
sailed at the age of six, owned

a IS ft. sailing boat when 14,

and in 1935 built the first

sharpie launched in the Com
monwealth (today there are

more than 300). He is the

former owner of the 40 ft. cut
, ter Vamp.

Eleven-year-old Robert Hasel
; grove—also a keen yachtsman—

i
will fly to Hobart to join his

i
father on the trip home.

Nerida's crew — comprising
?

Messrs. Bill Fesq (mate), lan

i
Smith (navigator), Jim Taylor.

- Chaxles Vincent, TJon Hasel

: grove and a Sydney yachtsman
l —will Tuftinfniri alternating six

i and (our boor watches in the

i race. Their average age is

: about 35.

About a ton of stores, includ

r ing tinned food, liquid refresh

,
ment and 1 cwt. of ship's bis

. cuits have been taken aboard
Nerida for the trip. The skip
per says he will do most of the
cooking.

Tht Stevogci . . . rha Royal Yacht Squadron*! mort succoathil
A dost boot last season.

The nib has a Personal Point

to natch your own writing

WISE SANTAS ?F
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an Onoto Pen. The MIIBI x\
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i
Epworth Book Depot

? I CHOSE FREEDOM, by Victor Krmv
chenko. The personal and political
life of a Soviet official. "The most

? remarkable and revealing report to
come out of tbe Boviet union from

I any source whatsoever." 24/6;
posted 21/0%.

' A LABRADOR DOCTOR. Sir Wilfred

i Grenlell's own story, complete in

. one book. 17/G; posted 18/ I*.
, THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WIL

- UAM SHAKESPEARE. Everything
> Shakespeare ever wrote, 1.344 pages.
? 19/6: posted 20/3' -
, THE TEN FORMATIVE TEARS.
; ' J938-48. First Aswmblr of the

World council of Churches. Am

. sterdam. 1948. 4/9; posted 4/11.4.

|
JEWELLERY REPAIRING, by W. A.

Jackson. It Includes practical In
. formation on the repair or many

I types of Jewellery such as brooches,

rings, necklaces and pendants. Ac.
Fully illustrated. 27/3: posted
27/7%.

SELF-MASTERY THROUGH CON
SCIOVS AUTO-SUGGESTION, by
Emile Cove. Further stocks of this

famous book, with its methods and

amazing cures. 4/-; posted 4/3^

EPWORTH BOOK DEPOT,
!

M PIRJE STREET. ADELAIDE. C7St.

A.B.M. Book Shop
2S LEKin STREET. ADELAIDE.

TELEPHONE C6.1T9.

Beresford Webb—EXPLORING OLD
BRITISH CHURCHES. 7/B fJ/lHil.

I Arthur Gaunt—EXPLORING HIS
ITOHIC BRITAIN. 7/9 17/UKi. Two

books suitable for gifts for those who

are interested tn England or in old
Churches.

Alfred England—GOOD PEOPLE

,ALL. 2/11 (3/l',ii. Twenty-four
pleasant little stories—suitable for

gifts—useful for cheering up tbe de
pressed.

Arthur Ransome —MISS ET. E. LEE.

14/- (14/61. One o! Arthur Ran
some's delightful adventure stories

for children. No library is complete
without these books. We stock tbe
whole range.

Argonaut
BOOKSHOP,

22< NORTH TERRACE, ADELAIDE.

Beacon Book Shop
CHILDREN'S NEW ILLUSTRATED

ENCYCLOPEDIA. Dealing with the
Wonders ?nd Marvels of the Modern

World. Illustrated with hundreds of

photographs and color plates. Nearly
600 pages. An ideal present for the

growing boy or
girl. 12/3. Posted

13/6.
THE GREAT ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE. The

knowledge of tbe world in one volume.

1.100 pages, over 1,000 illustrations
in the tret, and 20,000 entries. 17/6.

posted 18/3.
JEWELLERY REPAIRrNG. by W.

A. Jackson. Covering the fundamen
tal processes of casting, soldering-,

plating, cleaning and polishing of
many types of Jewellery and allied
article.-:. 11/3. Posted 27/7.

THE CONSTELLATIONS OF THE
SOUTHERN nEMISrBERE and Bow

to Find Them, by Sir William Peck.
A popular guide to the Stars, with

notes sor small telescopes. 9/6.
Posted 9/10.

AN EAST GUIDE TO SOUTHERN
STARS by M. A. Orr. With 30 Star

Maps. X/i. Pouted 3/4.

BEACON BOOK SHOP
It PUL.TCKET STREET. ADELAIDE.

BOOKS OF INTEREST
TO ALL AT

ALLAN'S
?

Fresh Slocks of:

"EIGHT FOR ETERNITY"
By Cecil Roberts. Price 10/3 (ported

10/7% I.

"INSIDE RED RUSSIA"
Bij ] Maloney. Price 4/8 < posted

*
Thrrr book* for ffirls

by Enid Blylon

"TWINS AT ST. CLARE'S"

"FIFTH FORMERS OF ST.

CLARE'S"

"SUMMER TERM AT ST.

CLARE'S"
All priced ?t 7/9 e?ch (posted 8/ltt

each I.

??DOUBLE FIGUBES." by Joan
Butler. 10/9 for S/3 (posted
5/6' At.
"HEADMISTRESS." by Angela
Tbirkell. 10/- lor 5/- (posted
5/4 % I.

THE THREE CORNERS OF

THE WORLD

By Paul McGulre. An essay on the

Interpretation
of Modern Politics, and

reveals the world situation or today.
Price 14/9 (posted 15/2 Mi).

?
ALLAN'S LTD.,

51-53 Rundle street, Adelaide.

RIGBY'S
for BOOKS

—FOR 89 YEARS

FLYING DOCTOR
By Clyde Fenton

A book which should be read by

all, for its adventurous back

ground and for the realisation

that so much of our country is

undeveloped.

Price 12/6 (12/101)

BUDGE ON TENNIS

By J. Donald Budge
An outstanding champion tells
how he became one of the world's

greatest tennis players.

Price 11/- (H/4j,

THE WORKS OF OSCAR

WILDE
The stories, plays, poems and

essoys of Oscar Wilde, the literary
genius who gave life and vitality

to his age. Over 1,000 pages.

Price 19/6 (20/41)

EVERYMAN HIS OWN
MECHANIC

A complete guide for the amateur
to all constructive and decorative
work in the home.

Over 500 pages and many
illus

trations.

Price 14/9 4 15/41)

THE SNOW GOOSE

By PAUL GALLICO

A story of Dunkirk.

Price 3/6 (3/81) -

THE EVER-POPULAR

WONDER BOOKS

THE WONDER BOOK OF MOTORS.
NAVY. ANIMALS. WONDERS.

HOW ITS DONE. DO 'YOU

KNOW?. WOULD YOU BELIEVE

IT? TELL ME WHY, WHY AND

WHAT?

Price 19/6 <20/4j) ?och title

THE RHYTHM OF STERILITY

AND FERTILITY IN WOMEN

By LEO J. LATZ. M.D., LLO.

Over 400 thousand of this depend
able, hygienic, practical and

ethical book have been sold.

Price 9/9 (10/O})

(Posted prices in parentheses.!

Rigby Limited
General and School .

'Booksellers and Stationers

16 GRENFELL STREET
and 22 JAMES PLACE

Central 4780 < three Unas)

Lost Ring Found

After 51 Years
NEW YORK.—Mrs. Joshua

Wilbur, of Cardiff. New York,

is again wearing the wedding
ring she lost 51 years ago.

In 1897 the ring dropped off
her finger while she was plant

ing a flower lied. Search proved
fruitless and, though her hus

band offered to replace it. she
never wore another ring.

Several days ago a farmer,

transplanting a tree, found the
ring embedded in the roots.

Mrs. Wilbur, now In her
eighties, says that it looks as

good as on the day of her wed-i

ding in 1888. I

"I'm getting worried about

myself, doctor. Yon sac,

nothing ever depresses me."

The Diabetic Way Of Life
MONDAY, November 15

This Week's

DEARY of

a DOCTOR

IT
was about a fortnight

ago that P. L. Banckley
came to see me complain- <*>
ing of a continuous thirst

which even many glasses of

water wouldn't relieve, and

loss of weight, general tired

jness and lack of interest.

He said that the funny thing
was that he had an enormous

appetite.
"And there can't be much

wrong with you if you eat Well,
can there?" he demanded.

?That's not necessarily so." I

said, and proceeded to carry out

routine Investigations, after
which I broke the news to him
that he bad diabetes.

"You must take immediate
action about it," I told him, "be
cause you're showing quite a

lot of sugar."
"If you mean knock oS work,"

he said, "I just can't, because
we're far too busy with the
Christmas rush about to begin."

- ?Pi.'," I said, "if you don't

do what you're advised, you7l
be knocking off work for good.
Now, I'll get you into hospital

{right away and just see what
you'll need In the way of cor

rectly weighed diet and perhaps
Insulin."

"Pi.," as everyone calls him
suddenly relaxed, looked very
tired and said to go ahead.

Today I told him he could

go home.

"Now you've got to look after
yourself." I ?aid. "The dia

betic life can be carried on quite
well and happily for many

people provided they follow the
book of rule*.

"One thing you must particu

larly watch is the care of the
skin and nails." I added. "The

diabetic skin is a tender one'
and won't take the hard knocks
the ordinary skin stands up to.

Look after the .smallest scratch."
"Someone made me feel a bit

queer by murmuring something
about gangrene possibilities,

55

said "Pi." "What's that ail

about?"
"It's a possibility in elderly

patients," I said, "but it's

usually preventable. Look after

your feet as carefully as you

would your face. Discard any
ill-fitting shoes. Mostly the
gangrene comes on after some

minor injury. Don't cut your
own corns. Get one of the

family to examine your feet
every now and again."

Diabetes is one of those con
ditions that modem medicine
can generally keep in check to
the extent of the patient living
a happy normal life. We have
still to discover its cure.

TUESDAY, Norcmber-16

ETHEL MIUSON asked me

this evening as I was dress-.
ins the injury she recently sus

tained in a car aocident whether
it was harmful to use a deo

dorant under the arms.

"Now summer's coming." she
said. 'Td like to use one some

times on a hot day, but I beard
that it mightn't be good to keep
back perspiration."

"That's not quite the story,"
I replied. "As far as I- know,
the ordinary deodorant is quite
harmless."

"What are they?" asked Mil

son.
"I dorit know any trade

secrets," I replied, "but I'm told

that the average one contains
aluminium In some form or

other. They're mildly antisep
tic and have an astringent
action and act by hardening the
surface of the skin."

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 17

yOUNG Mrs. Islands was

naturally very upset today

when she learned that her

baby had a hare-lip and cleft

palate.

I told her that the hare-lip

would be fixed up very soon,

but that the palate would have

to wait a little longer till the

child was beginning to talk.

"It's wonderful what they

can do these days, I suppose,"
she said, through her tears,

-'and I suppose it's lucky that

it's not anything worse."

"It's wonderful what they
can do these days'' .

. . but the
records show some 3,000 years
BC there was a cult of Hindu

priests who earned a comfort
able living by making new noses

from forehead flaps.

Husbands at that time could
cut off the nose of a wife if he

thought she'd been unfaithful,
and making such repairs kept
the priests fully occupied.

THURSDAY, November 18

"T DON'T like the look of

?I your teeth," I said to

Charles Antoniy this morning.

He had been telling me of his
chronic indigestion and general
feeling of being unwell.

"I don't say that they would
be the sole cause of your

trouble, but in the present state
they could be a powerful contri

buting factor."

"Yes." he said a little guiltily.

Tve been meaning to go to

the dentist for quite a while

now. I've got some fillings to

be done, I know."

?It's not just that." I re

plied, "you've got early symp

toms of pyorrhoea. The gums
are unpleasantly puffy and I

dare say that they bleed often
when they're brushed."

Antonly agreed.
"Then there's a roughness

down at the base of many of
them and an accumulation of

tartar on the back."

'Tve been getting a bad taste
in my mouth lately," said An

tonly, "especially in the morning
when I wake up."

I explained that it was prob
ably due to the accumulation
of pus and food fermentation
O'vernlght.

"It's very important to get
something done about them
right away." I said. -You're get

ting a generalised septic infec
tion from them and there's a

risk of getting Joint and muscle
trouble/

One of the troubles about
dental trouble (the commonest

ailment of mankind) is that it
can be quite well advanced be

fore the sufferer is aware of
what's happening. Regular ex

amination is the best form of
preventive treatment.

FRIDAY, November 19

pROM this week's reading:
~

lUah Hour: "Rush hour is

when traffic tends most to come;
to a standstill."

Happiness: "Your only
chance of finding happiness is'

to look for something else."

Clothes: "The trouble about
fashions in women's clothes is
that as soon as they become

popular they become unpopu
lar."

Names In ttak Diary fictiUaus.
Copyright. . !

Mr. C. P. Hotalgrov* (right), owntr and skipper of the Nando, ond lon Smn+, o monitor of

har craw, giving thought to riff ing preparation.

Week-End In
The Garden

Flowers.—The present is a

good time to set out the main

bed of zinnias for summer

flowering. They like an open,
sunny position sheltered. If

possible, from high winds.

Practically any good garden soil
will suit them as long as it is
dug to a depth of 8 or 9 in. and

perhaps Improved by a good
dressing of rotted pnimaj
manure. Bankslan roses and

one-season roses that have

finished flowering can now be
pruned.

Vegetables.—lf supports have
not been provided for climbing
French beans, make this a

week-end job. Bamboos are

excellent for this purpose. Set

them along the row so that they
meet and cross about 6 ft. from
the ground. One long piece or

several short pieces can then be

fastened in the trough formed
by the crossing bamboos.

Fruits.—Citrus red scale are

now on the move, this being the

season when they produce their

young. Fumigation is the best
I treatment but, if you have dif

-jficulty in getting this done,
spray the trees thoroughly with

white oil. Two sprayings, the
second about a fortnight after

the first, should be effective.—
QUERCUS.

Threat To South China

THERE
appears to be only a

slow awakening to the idea
that what is involved inany collapse of Nationalist re-

any collapse of Nationalist re

sistance in Central China is the

future balance of power not

only in the Par East, but also
in the Pacific. This kind of'

thing has been said in a gran- '

dUoquent way a score of times '

in recent years; but with the '

growth of Communism in

South-East Asia—in Slam.'

Burma. Malaya and the Nether
lands East Indies particularly—
hyperbole now gives way to the
realism of facts. :

The ultimate climax may not

nave been reached yet; but

things are moving at such a

pace, and so many issues are ;

embraced by the southward ad- ?

vance of Communism, that con- '

cern is being felt at a variety of :

remote points.

Not much more than a year

ago. the slogan of the Chinese
Communists was said to be:—?
"Across the Yellow River in 1847,;

across the Yangtse in 1948. in
Kwangtung in 1348." The first <

two of these objectives are al- '

most in sight. Indeed, one of :

the last barriers to Nanking is

in peril, and in Shanghai tension

is reported to be growing at an

alarming rate. The capture of
?

these two cities would bring the

Communists to the Yangtse,
and only south china—Kwang
tung—would remain.

The capture of Kwangtung
would, of course, be a tall order.
Not only would the Nationalists
be fighting for their very lives,
but it is possible that a crisis

would be reached on the issue
of aid to be given by the United

States and others to those re

sisting the Bed advance. Mean-

While, there are one or two ugly
possibilities arising out of the

disaffection which surrounds
Marshal Chiang Kai-shek him

self.

Chiang has come to be no

thing more than an imperfect
keystone In a crumbling politi
cal arch. The arch would have

collapsed long since if he bad

not been there. To that extent
he has played a notable part in
recent affairs. But two things

are now happening—on one side
there are certain elements toy

ing with the idea of making a

deal with the Communists, and
on the other side are Right
wing elements who believe they
could resist tne Reds more suc

cessfully with Chiang out of the
way.

This much only need be said
jf the first group—if they be
lieve they can enter a coalition
with the Communists and pre

serve their identity, they ignore
all recent experience of such
regimes. Left-wingers or So
cialists of this kind become
-'door openers and then door

mats" for the Communists.
And if they were not absorbed
but broke clear of Communist

domination, the upshot could

only be renewed civil war.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST!
"ROYAL WEDDING." Well

pro- <*>
duced record of marriage of Prin- <*>
cess Elizabeth and Duke of Edin-

<*>

burgh, by Betty Spencer Shrew.

10/6 (Sd.t.

"QUEEN OF TOMORROW." An

authentic study of the life of Prin
cess Elizabeth as a child, an ar-'
dent waT-worker and a leading!
lady, by Louis WulS. 14/9 ii/.i.;

"SILVER WEDDING." The
record

of 25 Royal years or our King and
Queen, also by Louis Wulft. 10/-
Od.t.

"MY COITNTRY. MY PEOPLE." The

new enlarged edition of famous j

book by tin Yutang. 12/3
<Bd.i.{

"I CHOSE FREEDOM." The most

remarkable report to come out of
Russia, by Victor Kravchenko. a
former Soviet official.

Zn/3 (9d.i.

"THREE CAME HOME." Sketches
by Agnes Keith and Don Johnston.'
14/S 17d.1.

The other alternative Involves
possibly the displacement of

Chiang as National leader. But
with Madame Chiang the poli
tical force that she is, this seQns
to be ruled out, at least for tne

present.

There are other factions, how
ever, conspiring to take over the
main work or resistance. Some
of the personalities include
men whose principles forced

them out of the Nationalist
camp; others are afflicted by
petty jealousy, rot the most
part, this group has established

its headquarters In Hongkong.
It goes by the name of the "Re

volutionary Committee of the
Kuomintang." It is reported to
have been in contact on the one
hand with the Governor of

South China, T. V. Soong. and
on the other with the Chinese
Communists. But so far it has
made little headway.

While the Communists are

reported to be eager to come to
terms with the Committee be
cause they would thereby win
an accretion of Intellectual and

administrative strength, dissi
dent Nationalists in Nanking
who have sought to improve af
fairs by remaining alongside
Chiang and seeking to modify
the policies of the "confedera

tion of cliques," have so far
shown no willingness to go to

the length of Unking with the
Hongkong group.

The role of T. V. Soong is far
from clear. He is a brother
in-law of Chiang, but reported
to be at odds with him. Yet

when he was appointed Gover
nor of Kwangtung in October.
1947. the belief was that be was

preparing the ground for any

eventual retreat of the Nation
alists. It was thought that with
bis extensive experience of the

West he would be able to get
more from the US than anybody
else. But he has met obstacles
raised by local war lords.

A major danger is that the
southward flight of refugees will

create fresh problems, not least
the fanning of a violent xeno
phobia threatening Hongkong.
Quarrelling relatives often com

bine to attack a third party, and
spleen could easily be vented on

the "foreign devils" in British

Hongkong.

Reviews of New Books

New Plan

For Empire

Development
"The Three Corners of the

World." by Paul McGuire.

(William Heinemonn, Lon

don. 14/9).

THE
Australian author

of this well-condensed

and logical history of the

British Imperial experiment
travelled through the United

States in 1945, and there was

asked so many pertinent ques
tions, particularly by the Middle
Westerners, that he determined
to write this exposition of

the Empire story—its origins,
its legal system, the story of

each of its component parts.

and their strange, illogical inter

relations with one another, and
to tell of the legal and senti

mental position of the Crown,
and lastly, and perhaps most

important of all in American

eyes, the relationship of the

Empire with other countries in
the post-war era.

Mr. McGuirs laudable—and
perhaps primary—objective has
clearly been to interpret the
British system to Americans,
some of whom he found both
hostile and ludicrously ignorant.
The hostility usually sprang
from ignorance.

This history is not, however,
an apologia to Americans or

anybody else. Pbr, while the

author never attempts to

smother up past sins or excuse

errors, be robustly seeks to re

veal the British system (the

overall term he applies to the

whole British world organisa
tion) as admirable as "well as

unique, the first world-wide

system ever made to work, and
one which has kept its compo
nents at peace among them

selves, and united (with the ex

ception of Eire) against the
common peril.

Mr. McOuire's thesis em

braces four British Empires.
The first, the Elizabethan, lie
ends with the American Seces

sion; the second "produced a

string of self-governing States!
—10 in all—scattered about the

globe;*' and the third emerged!
from the second about the

1870s—the federation period,

with the Dominions * wanning
an equal status and voluntary
iassociation, with Britain. The
fourth Empire. Mr. McGulre

.says, is now in the making, and

'nobody, in view of the indeci
sive position of such States as1
India. Pakistan. Burma and1
South Africa, can foretell its

ultimate shape.
Mr. McGulre ably traces the

growth of all these Empires—
the colonies and dependencies
as well as the great Dominions
—and shows that the whole
structure came as a casual
growth and never a plan.

The Parliament at Westmins
ter had usually to be driven

along the path of Empire by
British seamen, administrators
and gentlemen adventurers.
The watchword* of these men

was ever boldness, that of the

Government caution, and the
British Government and people
were often more willing to bene
fit from the work of these men

than praise it—as the careers

of Hn stings and Baffles show.

Mr. McOuire writes under
standlngly of the delicate inter

play of imperial relations! the

urge of some Dominions for re

moter relations; that of others
for closer partnership, particu
larly for purposes of defence;
with the British Govern
ment expertly and tactfully

keeping the balance—skilfully

leaving it to the Dominions to

press for closer ties, and readily

dropping the subject imme

diately on encountering dissent.

The theme of Mr. McGuire's
book is that if the British

system (and it already em
braces one-quarter of the

world) can be made to work

successfully in such a loose and

amazing confederation, why
cannot it be expanded to in
clude others, and chiefly the

United States?
Mr McGuire assumes that if

America did join It would

necessarily be in a more or less

senior and dominating role, but
the result would be a massive
confederation able to ensure

peace and the rapid progress of
mankind.

It is from this aspect, and the

ideas which it sets adrift, that
this book is most important
apart from its informattveness
and readability as a "potted"
history.

Mr. McGuire clearly notes
and fears the onward march of
Communism, and in that light
few will dispute his postulate

that the liberal States must
combine or take the con

sequences.

'A Short History of the Chi
nese People," by L. Carrington
Goodrich. (Alien and Unwin,
London, 16/6).—A scholarly,
but fascinating, account of the)
background of Chinese civilisa-;
tion.

PAUL McGUIRE

Stormy History Of
Scotland's Capitol

"Edinburgh," by Sacheverell Sitwell and Francis Bamford. (John
Lehmann, London. 19/6).

The co-authors of this superlative book divided
their labors in some degree, Mr. Bamford acting the part
of the historical researcher, and producing the powder
and shot, as it were, for Mr. Sacheverell Sitwell's narra-

tive.

EACH
has performed his

task in a manner which

defies criticism. Mr. Bam

ford has clearly delved into

secret corners for his rare and

interesting facts and tit-bits,

and hi bis beautiful prose Mr.
Sacheverell Sitwell has woven

these into a history of such

high interest and merit that

[reading it is at once an educa

tion and an exciting adventure.

Into the history of Edinburgh
—the scrubby eleventh cen

tury hamlet that has become
the present city of fine charac

ter, distinction and beauty, and
containing Europe's finest street
I—the authors have cleverly

Montrose's face as he mounted
the scaffold; the Earl of

Douglas was treacherously
murdered by the King in 1443
when a guest under the Royal
roof! And these were normal,
not out-of-the-way, incidents,
as also were the ghastly mur
ders and plots which make up
the tragic story of Mary, Queen
of Scots, and Darnley, Rizzio,

Bothwell, Queen Elizabeth and
all the other actors in that
renowned drama which Is here

beautifully told once more.

The authors' view is that
while Mary was in no sense a

noble-minded woman,-, her
faulty upbringing, her youth,
her passionate nature, and the
numbing atmosphere or in

trigue in which she was always
woven tne

whole fabric of

Scotland's
grim and ter

rible history -
Their story is

one of cen

turies of bitter
intrigue on the

one hand, be
tween the great
houses, and on

the other be
tween the great
families and

the throne, hi

the bloody
q vest for
power, influ
ence and
wealth.

Add to these
the eternal and

shattering wars

with England,
the religious
feuds and the
poverty and

hardship of the

poorer classes,
and you have a

dire picture of

Scottish life, at

enveloped,

should incline
one to pity her
rather than
blame. At ell
events the au
thors seem to

prefer Mary to
her mentor,
the ranting,
self - righteous
John Knox.

In happier
and more mod
ern vein the
authors write
of the glories
of Adam archi
tecture, of
Baeburn's
paintings, the
poetry of
Burns, and the

celebrated
Fanny Elssler
and the Edin

burgh ballet.
The story of

the visit of the
somewhat
florid George
IV. to Edin

burgh is a
I

I

least up to the time of the 45

Rebellion.

And the quarrels were pur
sued with a ruthlessness and
hate which almost defy de

scription. Murder, torture,
treachery and bad faith were

commonplaces, the guest not

even being safe from murder

under his host's roof.

'At the Merest Cross (Scot
land's Tyburn, now demolished)

ghastly scenes were enacted,
and aristocrats of both sexes

joyfully gathered to see the
fun, particularly if the con

demned happened to be a per
sonal enemy.

The Earl of Argyll was

crowned on three consecutive
days with a red hot diadem,
and then dragged through the
streets naked to be finally be
headed and quartered; the
Countess of Argyll spat in

masterpiece of subtle, ironic

writing—Sacheverell SitweU's

delicate, whimsical irony runs,

indeed, like a vein of gold right

through the book—and among
the extraordinary Incidents of

the visit one is presented with

the macabre spectacle of Lord

Queensbury's idiot son—left

unguarded euisog a Royal

party—being caught roasting,
and himself sampling, the

family spit boy!

This book is one of the finest

and most original studies of its

kind—it is a work that once

read one wishes to read It

again, so strong is its grip and

fascination.

There art some interesting

photographs of Edinburgh city
—the old and the new.

The Canongare, Edinburgh.

during King George IV.'* visit

to the city in U22.

Younger School Of

English Poets
"The Freedom of Poetry: Studles in

Contemporary Versa," by Darak
Stanford. (Falcon Press, London,
13/1).

DEREIK Stanford here sur-
<*>

veys the work of ten contem-
<*>

porary English poets, most of
whom are familiar chiefly

through their appearance in

periodicals. "Penguin New Writ

ing," ?'Horizon." and other lite

rary journals.
It is his endeavor through

this presentation to state the

case, as he terms it, for "ttie

autonomous or absolute validity
of art." This, he says, is not to

imply a belated defence of the

Ivory Tower, but a defence of

Hie images and forms that are

dictated by the artist's own In

ner nature.
The poets discussed include

David Gascoyne, Alex Comfort

and Sydney Keyes (about half

the book) and photographs of

all the subjects add a touch of
interest.

Mr. Stanford's approach to
these younger poets is alert and

penetrating,
but his method is a

little schoolmasterly—there Is

an element or "watch closely,

children, while I expound." But
it is pleasantly done, and the

slight stiff ness can be readily

forgiven since the attempt is en

terprising and the judgments
are stimulating.

The younger school of poets

is worth an acquaintance; Mr.

Stanford on the whole appreci
ates them justly and well.

"The Sahibs." edited by Hil
ton Brown. (William Hodge,

London. 23/6).—Extracts from

the -writings, letters, Journals
and books of those who have

lived in. or visited. India since

the time the British first went

"TtoOle-TaMle," by Walter

Starkfe. (John Murray, Lon

don, 11/6).—A re-issue, to the

Albemarle Library series, of this

popular book of reminiscences

of Professor StarkJe's days of

vagabondage in Hungary and

Rumania.

Children's Books

"MinG And Ping." by A. F.

Techiffely. (Hodder & Stough-
<*>

ton, London: Copy from W. S.

Smart, Sydney).—The average

children's book relies a eood

deal on the fertile Imagination

of young readers: but, sooner or

later, a child will ask for some

thing with more tact and less

fancy. Reality and fantasy an

an agreeable mixture in A. F.
Tscniffely's latest book. The

adventures of Ming, the moun

taineer, and Ping, the talking

penguin, in South America,
where they discover many in

teresting things, are Spiced with

Just enough Imagination to give
charm to the book without mak

ing it too highly improbable.

Tegmen Go Walkabout," by
Ella McFayden. (Angus and

Robertson, Sydney, 8/6).—Miss
McFayden's first book, "Fegmen

Tales," has become deservedly
popular aith many young Aus

tralians, both through the book
and through the ABC's Argo
naut session. Here is its suc

cessor, which will interest its

readers Just as much. It tells of

more voyages by the Peg family,
Mrs. Peg. her sons Captain Dan
and Nobby, also that wicked
monkey Pongo. wbo, as usual,

gets into many scrapes. They
visit Penguin Land, attend
corroborees, find bushrangers'
gold, and end up at Windsor
Castle, where Pongo is thrown
into th? tower, writing in a

convincing manner. Miss Mc-

Fayden proves once again that
she is a true storyteller, and an

Australian author who is worth

watching.

"They Met a Wizard," by Vera

Barclay. (Herbert Jenkins, Lon

don).—Two boys, both keen on

natural history, have the good
fortune to discover a zoologist,

complete with laboratory, living
almost next door. Moreover, he

is a zoologist with an interest in

children and is willing to ?x-

Blain
his specimens and teach

le boys and his granddaughter
many Interesting facto. The

book is really a collection of mis

cellaneous natural history oast

in" slight story form, but the

story does not obtrude as is usu

ally the case in books of this
nature. It is well told and deals

with such Interesting topics as

mimicry, camouflage and. de

fence. The Illustrations, of
which there are many, are clear
and detailed.

"Adventures of Tip the Ter
rier," by J. Ivester Lloyd. (Cita

del Press. London).—J. Ivester

Lloyd is a well-known writer

of stories of British country life.

The theme in "Tip the Terrier"

is again country life. Tip, a

dog without a pedigree, is

bought from old Enoch Barker,

starting a round of owners. He

goes to the Miller family, but

upsets them at a tea party, joins
the PicUewell Hunt, goes to

sea, hops a lorry and has many

other adventures. This is a

wise book, containing many

hints on dog treatment and
training, as well as country lore,

lip is an engaging character
who is bound to find his way
into the affections of many
young readers.

"Happy Hours." (Pickering
and Inglis, Glasgow).—A new

annual for boys and girls that

Mil make an ideal Christinas
or birthday gift. As well as

tales of adventure and school
days, true stories and a series
entitled Heroes and Heroines,

there are things to make and

pictures to paint which will

occupy children of all ages for

many hours.

"The Secret of the Tide

Race," by Ray Harris. (Angus
and Robertson, Sydney, 7/6). —

A well-told and exciting boys'
adventure story set against the

colorful background of the

far north-west coast of Aus

tralia.

Fiction
"Little I Understood." by Joanna

Cannon. (Gollancz, London,
9/6).

"Flood Cre[?]," by Hodding Carter.

(Gollancs. London. 10/6).

"Somethins Wonderful to Hop.
pen." by Darwin Teilher, (Gd

lancz, London, 10/6).

JOANNA
CANNAN'S

new novel is a satirical

tale that bitingly contrasts

intellectuals and material

ists, making both of. them
look absurd enough to be

pitied.

Her chief character is Dr.
Henry Oglethorpe, an Oxford
doctor, who prides himself on

being a man of the world. He

keeps up-to-date on art—when
Van Gogh becomes recognised
the Whistler etchings are rele
gated to the lumber room and
Henry tries to grow sunflowers

in the garden—and be becomes
terrifically Gallic when he takes
a holiday in France.

He has supreme contempt for
Professor Burns and his wife,
whose house is always littered
with unpaid bills, whose chil

dren never have warm enough
clothes or good enough food.
And the Burnses, in turn, look

down on Henry's pushing ma

terialism.

Dr. Oglethorpe's plain, spoilt,

I literal-minded daughter, Mil
dred, marries Adam Burns, an

Impractical visionary, and both

live to regret the marriage. .

Miss Carman, with grim sa

tire shows the worst aide of
both families and gives a dis

turbing description of the mar

riage of two incompatibles.

This is a cleverly contrived
novel about people who come

startlingly alive.

* * *

ONE
of those intense Ameri

can novels about racial
hatred, political corruption and
mob violence. "Flood Crest"

also has. for good measure, the
rise to flood-level of the
mighty Mississippi and the
menace it holds out.

The political corruption is

epitomised by a horrible Sena
tor and his even more repulsive
daughter, who works in his
cause.

Their crucial struggle to
maintain political power comes

at the time of a Mississippi
flood, and the Senator, and bis
followers seek to destroy, the
lives of decent people as the
river rises to destroy everything
in its path.

There are many scenes of
brutality and sordidnesa, but,
strangely enough in such a vio
lent, topical novel, there is also

n charming and tender love
story and at least two com

pletely lovable characters.

* * *

ALSO an American novel.

"Something Wonderful to

Happen" deals with political
corruption satirically, regarding
it as more or less a Joke.

Against his will, a young small
town newspaper proprietor, avid
to own a bigger town daily
newspaper, is caught up in the
web of politics, and it is only
after a succession of farcical

situations—including a mar

vellous night out after a wine
festival—that he Is rescued by

his capable, forthright wife—

who. in the sight of the law. Is

not bis wife at all.

With his happy knack of re

fusing to take present-day
American life seriously. Mr.

Teilbet has written a most en

gaging light novel—a worthy

successor to his hilarious "My
True Love" of last year.

* * *

-Crusade Into Crime." by R.

Wilkes Hunter. (Australasian
Publishing Co, Sydney, 8/6).—
*n unconvincing Australian

crime story. As the publishers
put It:—"Constant action por
trays title gamut of emotion from

love to murderous hatred."*
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