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Eric Taylor, Kate Jennings, David Barnfield, Michael Fuss, Adam Tassicker celebrate their win in Reprieve. 
(David Barnfield) 

As it may well be a long time between drinks, 
and as I missed the opportunity to say 
something in Port Lincoln, I wish to place on 
record my thanks to Jim Howell for the chance 

to go to Hobart way back in '89; and to Bill 
Strangways and Jim for always taking the time 
to personally acknowledge Reprieve's better 
performances! ml 

MOORE STEPHENS PM 
HlSl�ESS Al>\ISl• HS & C ll\ RTl•RH> \llOLIN t \N I S  
--­

TOURISM & HOSrI l"ALITY SPEt:IALISl S 

MOORE STEPHENS PM is uniquely positioned as a financial and strategic adviser in the areas ofTourism 
& Hospitality. 

We believe that Tourism and Hospitality business development is based on sound financial advice, Tourism 

and Hospitality industry knowledge and understanding of your specific business environment. We only provide 
advice after examining all three aspects thoroughly. 

Consequently we assist you to capitalise on new opportunities and your strengths, identify strategies against 

threats and dealing with weaknesses within your business, as well as understanding the constraints. 

The benefit of using Moore Stephens PM Tourism & Hospiality Specialists is that we have made the areas of 

Tourism and Hospitality - Food, Beverage, Accommodation, Gaming, and Tourism our business. 
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OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO MAXIMISE YOUR TOURISM & HOSPITALITY SUCCESS. 

David Hoban, Director - Tourism & Hospitality 

47 Greenhill Road, Wayville SA 5034 

Telephone (08) 8291 2540 Facsimile (08) 8291 2550 

STD Freecall 1800 240 004 Email david.hoban@mspm.com.au 
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Wandering thoughts on South Pacific cruising __ 

Di and Ian Moncrieff 

Di and Ian Moncrieff left Brl�b111w l,1st May on Pied 
Piper II to cruise New C.1kdunl.1 nncl the Vanuatu 
archipelago. Vnnu,1tu 1uov11d lo be such wonderful 
cruising territory lhut tlwy lt• ll '//11• Pi11i•r on the hard in 
the Vila bn.1ty111d f111• tlh• Ht11111111• 1· ll1lu flew home. They 
have 1'<'r�u11d1·d l'hl l t111tl Murlt•m• T11s�lckt•r lo let them 
o·c•w "" C1·11•0111ft•1 wl 11•11 "I"' •1111� 111 Vllu in Moy this 
yc::H'. l'it•d l'l/1<'1 JI will 1111•11 j11111 1H•y 11mlh through the 
lslnnds ,1g,i i11. 

i\n enduring lt11p1•.,�11l1111  111 11111· 2011 I cntising 
Hl'.1SOl1 is Oii!' n(  tl111thl 1{111 litll� tit1t 1bl lhal lhl' 
lln1l '  .ind \'IH'I')\Y w1• "" A t11•lni l lu 1 1�  �pl'nd 
ll'l'n l ing ,1 11d 11111 t11l11l11l11>1 uur �011histicntod 

Hoclcly, dcliv11n1 11 l l lP�lyh• 1111y bl'lll•r th 1 1 1 1  lhol  
of rc' lol ivl ' ly  Nl nq•h• M111 l11l 1 1 1 1d 1•ro1101111l' 
�ll'lt('il ll'l'H. 
Wl111t httM t1HIMl'tl t l t lM 1111m1l11H Ilnulit 1 V11111111 l 1 1  IM 
llw l ul111 I ll W11 n 11IM1•d llw u•nlrnl l�lo11ll8 h1lll 
yt•111, 11 pu11dl111o1 ul10ul lh1t•1• mrn11h1-1 llwn•, 

The balance sheet looks something like this: 

Community life: Family connections are very 
strong amongst Ni-Vanuatu. 

Children relate daily to a whole host of people 
of all ages. Each has a vast network of familiar 
people to care for it. We saw children cry twice 
only, when toddlers were afraid of us the 
strangers. We saw no attention-seeking children. 
They are safe to roam and play, in the rainforest, 
the garden, on the beach, in canoes or in the 
warm sea. 

Restrictions on children are few. Tired? Then 
sleep, no matter that the little one is perched in 
l'lw bow of a dugout canoe. Hungry or thirsty? 
Tlwn L'<1l and drink. Children climb coconut 
tn•t•H from <1 11 curly age. 

AdullH 11lsn enjoy ;i huge network of familiar 
J'l'OplL'; one cnn't imagine a N i-vanuatu being 
lrnwly. 

Ian M011crieff at the bow of Pied Piper 1 1  i11side tile lagoon at New Caledonia towards Woden Canal. 
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Di Mo11crieff n11d Iler Job fis!t, Ouvea Lagoon, Loyalty 
Islands. 

Jn Australia we certainly sec more older people, 
no doubt as a result of our medical system. 
However, many are lonely, and feel as if life is 
not worthwhile. 

There is a danger of course, when observing 
is.land life as a short-term visitor, to romanticise 
the place and the lifestyle. 

Outside of the two main urban centres, Vila and 
Luganville, everyone depends upon gardens for 
food. Having rich, volcanic soil and excellent 
rainfall, this provides an abundance of seasonal 
food. Mind you, when a cyclone comes through 
and destroys everything except the taro and 
yam reserves stored underground, the menu can 
be a bit tedious and scant. Villagers cannot 
expect Vila to offer relief and need each other to 
work together rebuilding gardens and housing. 
It seems however, that this interdependence 
during crisis reinforces the bonds that make 
village l ife work. 

Whilst tensions over land use are evident there 
seems to be a fair balance between communal 
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activities, ownership and interest, and those of 
the individual. Elected v illage chiefs have large 
responsibilities in this area. 

Many Australians work al l  their lives 
accumulating material possessions, which, in 
their mature years, they are keen to shed so that 
they can live more simply in a small habitation 
(a caravan, shack, or modest holiday house) 
near the sea in a warm climate. Nivanuatu do 
that all their lives! 

However, one doesn't want to be a Nivanuatu in 
need of medical treatment. Doctors are very 
thinly spread and medical infrastructure scant. 
Schools cry out for trained staff and educational 
resources. But there are few drug problems, and 
petty crime is very low indeed. A missing spear 
gun from an anchored yacht was a major 
misdemeanor. 

We were stunned at the enormous difference in 
the 'auras' of New Caledonia and Vanuatu. We 
decided that i t  was the difference of self 
determination. Not being mineral rich, the New 
I lebrides was abandoned by French and 
English governments early in the 20th century 
and the Republic of Vanuatu was born. Island 
people now determine their own destinies 
through elected provincial and central 
governments. 

New Caledonia, however, rich in nickel and 
cobalt, has remained firmly in the repressive 
hands of the French. The differences i n  the 
indigenous people's lifestyle, attitudes, and 
values of the two counh·ies are extreme. In 
Noumea, Kanaks working the nickel plant in 
Noumea live crowded in high rise apartments, 
built lo the same plans of those on European 
industrial estates, with the incumbent problems 
that overcrowding breeds. 

In the Loyalty Islands, (part of New Caledonia) 
locals still smart from the repressive actions of 
the government, (including a massacre) in 
response to their demands for independence a 
decade or so ago. A few concessions in the 
supply of education for Kanaks and 
parliamentary representation have been made, 
but not nearly enough to satisfy their need for 
self determination. There is however, more 
access to health services in New Caledonia than 
in Vanuatu . 
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Whilst winter cru1s111g Queensland in recent 
years, we have foll the limitations of being 
bound to the cn.i,.,l. Our 4WD cruising mates 
enjoy much inland l1'1'ri tory. But in the Pacific, 
crnising by sea is ,1boul lhc only practical way of 
visiting and experiencing the great range of 
island life. 

Without one's own boat, inter-island travel is by 
light aircraft, copra boat or island traders. The 
lntter two arc uncomfortable with short calls one 
nfler the other to coastal villages. There arc no 
llmetables. Outside the major centre�, 
11ccommodation is very basic or non-existent. So 
we feel especially grateful that Pieri l'i1wr II 
provides us with both home and transport. 

We found that some vil l'1gcs Wt' visi l l•d i 1 1  

Vnnunlu had ,1 ' t rong C'hrist l , 1 1 1  i n l i lll'lKl', 

mostly Cathl1lil' or l ' t'l'�byll'rlnn. 1 1,1111 

Ml'l,1 1w:-. i.111 np,tom� were nol ohvlouH. l l!lwrn 
w1•r1• dcl'idcdly \u�t.1m vlll11ji;l'�' �onw Ht11•nwd 
to bil•nd both w111 ldn. 

/\t ,1 I .111w11 lt1y ' 111.igL' on MalPkula bland, 
t ust,1111 !),rndng for y.ichlie� brought in much 
�011ghl ,1fll'r cash as well as contact with 
w1·sterners, who could supply medicines and 
l'lothing cast-offs and occasionally light cargo 
1t·,1nsport from Vila. Paying western women 
w1•re allowed into sacred dance areas that local 
women were forbidden - an economic, 
p1•,1gma tic decision rather than custom. Jake, the 
t'hicf's son, took advantage of the vil lage HF 
1'o1d io, contncting yachtics to organise transport 
11f medical supplies from Vila. 

C11sta111 dancers al a La111en Bay village on Ma/ekttla 
lsla11rl. 

Australian Yacht Charters 
are very pleased to announce 

the availability of a luxury standard 

Beneteau 50 
T/iis 111agn(ficent boar is performance rigged 

<1nd available for bareboat charter in the 

Whitsundays 
Please call ]300 300 753 

www.austyachtcharters.co1n-au 
"come .Join us in. our little bit o.f paradise " 
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I In a land that constantly challenges one's 

everyday assumptions, we were surprised and 
indeed delighted to exchange greetings with a 
magnificent specimen of young manhood we 
recognised He was soberly dressed in T shirt 
and shorts, playing with his small child on the 
beach. Only the day before he had been the 
highly athletic lead dancer in the custam 
dancing show, dressed onJy in a pandanus leaf 
penis sheath and seed pod castanets. 

lt was a little disconcerting to meet Jake's father, 
Chief Sidal, who was lru1's age. The two shared 
thumbna i l  sketches of their lives and found 
enough common ground to enjoy a good chat. 
His teeth, into their seventh decade were in better 
condition that Ian's, (we saw no sugar cane in 
Vanuatu) but given his age, we wondered if in his 
younger years he had munched on a human limb 
or two. We were too shy to ask. 

A church leader in LitsLits village further up the 
coast of Malekula, however, volunteered that he 
was very sorry that his villagers had eaten 
missionaries in the past. What can one say? Let 
bygones be bygones? 

We look forward lo returning to Vanuatu this 
season and continuing our cruising to the more 
remote Banks and Torres Island groups in the 
north. From Vila, we will effortlessly fill our 
time with day sailing as we island hop north, 
having fun with cruisers from all over the 
world, and enjoy ing the Ni-vanuatu as we try to 

understand a little more of their world. 

We will leave our summer list of 'shou ld do's' at 
home and enjoy the freedom of cruising one of 
the most wonderful places imaginable. 

Port Vincent Sounding Plan _______ _ 

Peter Dermott has given us a souncting plan of 
Port Vincent, compiled in 1950. All soundings 
are in feet and bearings are true. He wrote -
As stated on the full version of the attached 
plan, r can confirm that 'Mr Ryrnill and his crew' 
compiled the drawing. Hemy gave the crew the 
task with the view that the finished product 
would be of assistance to Squadron Members 
when 'working' the Port Vincent area: ie to stop 
them from going aground. 

The crew of Sea Hawk ut that time consisted of 
Warwick Guy, lan McBryde and myself, all Senior 
Members of the Squadron. All of us had been in 
the Scouts at school, and that training, particularly 
mapping, was now to be put to the test. 

The old commercial wharf alignment was used as 
the base line, and all bearings were taken by a 
handbearing compass. Soundings were taken 
with a hand leadline, at low water when possible, 
and checked with the tide board on the wharf. 

The exercise was undertaken during the 
Christmas-New Year period of 1949-50, in 
between being official boat for various yacht 
races. At the time Wa1wick was working in the 
GM-Holden drawing office at Woodville, so it fell 
to h.irn to produce the plan, a copy of which was 
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eventually placed on the notice board in the bar of 
the Ventnor Hotel bar, with drinks all round - ?? 

To some extent the plan may have reduced 
yachts ground ing. Henry bought Beth in the 
following year, and in her and in Nyroca many 
yachts were rcflouted over the years. An 
occasional 'Thanks, Henry!' was received. If 
considered appropriate, a copy of our plan was 
passed to the embarrassed skipper. 

A copy of the plan reduced to A4 paper can be obtained 
from Lhc Editor. 

Racing al Porl Vincent before the War 
(G.S. Hargrave) 
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PLAN OF 
PORT VINCENT BAY. 

•ALL SOUNDINGS AR£ GIVEN IN FEET BELOW DATUM, 
OR LOW WATER SPRING TIOES. 

•ALL. HEIGHTS ARE GIVEN IN FEET ABOVE HIGH 
WATER SPRING TIDES. 

7 

•ALL 8EAAINGS ARE TRUE ANO GIVEN IN A CLOCK· 
WISE OIRECTIO,._ THUS, N•O"'or�&o; E • 90'

, 
S •lto', W• 27CI. 

---noM M i6�P1TBEACOtr:=· 
• O RONTES 8EACON(FI G.9't'6 He1.) BEARS 9r, 4 SEA­

M I LES D I STANT. 
•OUTER HARBOUR BEARS 94', 2.9 SEA MILES APPROX 

TO R.S.A.Y.S. BASIN. 
• NORTH SPIT OR SHEOAK FLAT BEACON ( U N LIT) 

SEARS OUE NORTH, 4 SEAMILES DISTANT, ANO LIES 
If SEA MILES OFF SHORE. NOTE! SPIT HAS BUILT 
UP FOR 300 Yd1. OUTSIDE BEACON. --wH!N APP.AOicHiNa- pf\i"1NCENT :-

• LEAVE MIO'SPIT &£A.CON ON THE PORT HANO 
ANO PROCEED TO THE ltt. STICK BEACON CUNUT) 
WHICH I E A R S  APPROX. 255"mov. FROM MIO'SPIT 

•ALT[R COURSE UNTIL T H E  INNER AND OUTER 
LEADS APPEAR I N  LINE. 

• PROCEED KtEPING LEADS IN LINE. LEAVE 2nd. 
STICK BEACON {UNLIT) AHO BENT PILE (UNLJn ON 
PORT HANO, ANO BLACK BUOY (UNLIT) ON STARBOARD 
HAND ANO THENCE INTO WHARF BASIN. 
•THE LEAOS BY DAY, APPEAR AS W H I T E  PILES IZF! 

HIGH WITH TWO GAS CYLINDERS MOUNTED ON EACH. 
•THE INNER LEAD IS LOCA.T E D  OFF THE EAST E N O  

OF T H E  WHARF. 
•THE OUTER LEAO IS LOCATED IN THE MAIN 

STREET ANO IS ONLY VISI BLE: WHEN LEADS ARE 
ALMOST I N  LINE. 

•THE OUTER LEAD APPEARS ABOVE THE INNER. 
WHfN LEADS Aft!; I N  L I N E. 

COM,ILfO &Y NEA,. COMMODORE H.W. RYMIU AMO Clllt\ll 

OAA'WN R '#,QUV APRIL 1950 
CHART tS l!IELl[Y[O TO l!IE COAIHGT, l!IUT RtSPONllllLlfY 

fOR EOORS W I LL NOT 8E AGGfPTEO. 
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